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AN 


HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL VIEW 


THE DECAN, 
Se. 


HAT part of the Decan, or peninſula of India, ſouth 
of the river Kiſtnah, in latitude 164 degrees north, and 
extending in a triangular form to Cape Comorin, between the 
two coaſts of Malabar and Coromandel, comprehends in all 
an area of one hundred and forty thouſand ſquare geographical 
miles; of which the Britiſh dominions, including the circar 
of Guntour, the Carnatic Pa yengaut, and its | of 
Tanjore, Trichenopoly, Tine... ec. may 
compriſe about 50,000 ; the diſtricts ot VC... Shore, 
&c. under the protection of the Nizam, 4000; and the na- 
bobſhip of Sanore, with the independent rajahſhips of Bari, 
or Bounſelo, of Koork and others in the Balagaut Hills of 
Malabar, at leaſt 6000 more; leaving $0,000 tor the ſquare 
dimenſions of all the actual poſſeſſions of Tippoo. 
The whole of the country thus deſcribed, hath been imme- 


morially inhabited by the two Indian nations of Malabar and 


Canara, which though intruded upon by thoſe of Merhat and 
Telinga from the north, are ſtill diſtinguiſhable from theſe, 


Mr. Hollond, late governor of Madras, calls Travancore a tri- 
buta?y ſtate to the Carnatic, 
and 
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2 AN HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL 


and from each other, by a remarkable difference in language, 
religion, diviſions of caſt, manners, cuſtoms, and interior 
policy. Until the middle of the ſixteenth century it formed 
one great undivided empire, called, from its capital on the 
Tumbhudra, Bejanagur, and ſometimes improperly, by tra- 
vellers, that of Narſinga; the ſtates of Malabar, ſouth of 
the river Caveri, on both coaſts, though under the immediate 
hierarchy of the Samery or zamorin of Calicut, being conſi- 
dered only as tributary dependencies on the ſuperior Canarine 
monarchy. 

It is to be obſerved alſo, that about the period now men- 
tioned, the deſcendants of five Muſſulman princes, who had 
uſurped the dominion of their reſpective governments north 
of the Kiſtnah, under the Bamineah Mahomedan kingdom of 
Beder, ſtill held in participation that portion of the Decan, 
peopled chiefly by the Hindoo tribes of Merhat and Telinga, 
but partly by thoſe of Oria or Oriſſa, and Goondwaneh, to- 
wards the frontiers of Bengal and Bahar : of theſe princes, 
the Adil-ſhahy ruled the ſouth-weſt diviſion in their capital 
of Bejapour ; the Nizam-ſhahy, the north-weſt in Ahmed- 
nagur ; the Amaud-ſhahy, the north-eaſt in Berar ; the Bu- 
reed-ſhahy, the remains of the empire of Beder in the centre; 
and the Kootub-ſhahy, in Golconda or Hydrabad, on the 
ſouth-eaſt, and ultimately along the coaſt northerly to the 
Chilkalake beyond Ganjam. The two former dynaſties were 
thus in poſſeſſion of the greater portion of Merhat ; the third 
held the remainder, with part of Goondwaneh ; and the 
fourth and fifth ruled over the inhabitants of Telinga, to 


which were afterwards added, under the latter, thoſe of Oria, 


in the circars of Rajemmundry and Sicacole. Stimulated by 
the ambition of conqueſt, and the intolerant fpirit of their 
religion, they waged perpetual war in confederacy, againſt 
Ramrajee the Hindoo monarch of Bejanagur, who at length 
was {lain in a pitched battle near Tellecottah on the banks of 
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VIEW OF THE DECAN. 2 


In conſequence of this event, and a diſputed ſucceſlion in- 


1 
He ternally to the throne of Bejavagur, the naicks or governors 
ed of the larger provinces became independent. Such was the 
he origin of the modern Hindoo principalities of Myſore, I keri 
As or Bidenore, Ginjee, T richenopoly, Tanjore, and Madura 
of and then it was alſo that the tributary Nair ſtates of Malabar, . 
ite ; viz. Travancore, Cochin, Koork, &c. with the Samery of 
Ge 4 Calicut at their head, threw off the yoke of the Canarine em- 
ne * pire; and that the repreſentatives of the latter removed the 
' ſeat of their government from Bejanagur to Penckonda, as a 
Ne 0 more retired or ſtronger ſituation, to oppoſe the attacks of 
ad > their Muſſulman neighbours on the one ſide, and reſtrain the 
-th rebellious ſpirit of their own ſubjects on the other. 
af After many fruitleſs attempts and treaties of partition be- 
_ tween the five Mahomedan powers to conquer the feeble re- 
ga, mains of the Canarine empire, this object was at laſt ac- 
—2 compliſhed by two of them, thoſe of Bejapour and Hydrabad, 
es, ; by means of their reſpeQive generals, Muſtapha Khan, and 
tal $i Meer Jumlah, between the years 1650 and 58. The former, | 
. aſſiſted by Sahoo Boſla, father of the famous Sewa, who laid the 
. | 0 foundation of the preſent Merhattah ſtate of Poonah, reduced 
re; © the Carnatic Balagaut, afterwards denominated Bejapoury ; | 
5 then deſcended into the Payengaut, and over- run ſucceſſively | 
the the new priacipalitiesof Ginjee, Trichenepoly, and Tanjore, | | 
3 in behalf of their maſter, Adil Shah; but eventually for the 
Urd | family of Sahoo, whoſe ſecond ſon, Eckojee, became the 
the 1 founder of the actual Tanjorean dynaſty, in 1675. Meer 
* N Jumlah, on the other hand, croſſed the Kiſtnah, and annexed 
ria, a to the former dominions of the Kootub-thahy, that portion of 
by "2 the Carnatic Balagaut, hence called Hydrabady, including 
heir the five circars of the recent nabobſhip of Kerpah or Cudda- 
lk pah ; and penetrated into the Payengaut along the coaſt as 
ngth far ſouth as Canjee or Conjeveram, reducing as he went the 
s of intermediate country, ſometime before diſmembered from Be- 
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4 AN HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL 


janagur, by the telinga, or Oria rajah of the race of Nar. 
ſinga, then reſiding at Chundergheery, 

Theſe two princes, however, of Bejapour and Hydrabad, 
enjoyed but a ſhort time the fruits of their acquiſitions on the 
ſouth of the Kiſtnah ; for in 1686-7, their ſtates in turn were 
entirely ſubverted by the more formidable Mahomedan power 
of the Moghul Alemgeer, and reduced into the form of ſobbahs, 
or provinces, according to their actual names and limits; with 
this difference only, that when Zulfecar Khan in 1698 had 
completed the conqueſt of the Carnatic Payengaut, by wreſt- 
ing Ginjee from its Merhattah chief, Ramrajah, the ſecond 
ſon of Sewa, the dependant diſtris, being ſeven in number, 
were anncxcd to the ſoubah of Hydrabad, inſtead of that of 
Bejapour. But generally under the deſcription of both pro- 
vinces the Moghuls included, in the financial regiſters of the 
empire, territories to which their ſway never in fact extended, 
Thus the recent Hindoo uſurpers of Tanjore and Tricheno- 
poly were reckoned tributaries to the Carnatic Hydrabady ; 


while thoſe of Myſore, Bidenore, Soonda, Chitteldoorg, 


Raidoorg, Herpanhely, Kennagheery, Anagoondy, &c, were 
conſidered dependencies on the Balagaut Bejapoury. As to 
the Malabar ſtates, they were ſcarcely known in name to 
Alemgeer, or any of his miniſters ; otherwiſe they certainly 
would have been rated like the other conquered countries on 
that emperor's books, and at a tribute exorbitantly large, no 
doubt, with the deſign of tempting the cupidity of his gene- 
rals, or ſucceſſors, to accompliſh the accounted meritorious 
undertaking of ſubjecting the whole of Hindoflan, and forcing 
ſo many more, denominated infidels, within the pale of Muſ- 
ſulman authority. 

| To the dominion of the Moghul, in both the Carnatics, 


ſucceeded that of his delegates in their reſpective governments. 


Theſe nabobs, or deputies, for a while, either from a princi- 


ple of convenience, or expedient policy, paid formal homage, 
and ſometimes a nuzzeraneh, or pecuniary acknowledgment 
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to the nizam of the Decan, as their head ſubahdar or viceroy; 
but one and all of them in the end ſhook off even this indirect 


nominal dependance on the crown of Delhi. Accordingly, in 
the Payengaut, the family of Anwuru'deen K han, which ſuc- 


ceeded that of Sadutullah in 1742, to the foujedarry of Ar- 


F cot, under the favour of Britain, hath maintained its poſſeſ- 
3 ſions thenceforward to the preſent day, with the external 
form of ſovereignty, The Patan predeceſſors of Abdul Ha- 
keem, or more properly Helim Khan, late nabob of Kerpah, 
> held from a remoter period, independently, the five circars of 
* Sedhout, Kuhmam, Ganjecottah, Gooty, and Gorrumconda, 
denominated Balagaut Hydrabady, until the two laſt were re- 


duced by the Merhattahs in 1758, and finally by Hyder, alto- 
gether, twenty-one years later. But Bangalore and Colar, 
with the other ſouthern diſtricts of the Carnatic Balagaut Be- 
japoury, when under the delegated government of Delawur 


Khan, fell an immediate prey to the Myſorean uſurper at the 


very commencement of his career in conquelt ; while Serah, 
the capital of the whole circar, with the northern and middle 


pergunnahs of Anantpour, Penekonda, and the two Balla- 


i pours, formed the larger portion of the little detached Mer- 


hattah ſtate of Gooty under Morarow, until its recent ſub- 
verſion by Hyder. | ; 


In the other countries ſouth of the Kiſtnah, ſubjected by 


the Moghul arms, the families of the actual proprietors have 


held them as real independent principalities ſince the virtual 


| diffolution of the empire of Hindoſtan, ſoon aſter the invaſion 


12 Nader Shah; and two of them, khans of Sanore and 
Karnool, have been poſſeſſed of their territories in jageer for 
* ſome generations antecedent to that period. In particular, 
Abdul Hakeem Khan, the preſent repreſentative of the na- 
| bobs of Sanore, or Shanoor, and circar of Buncapour, is the 


F ſeventh i in lineal deſcent as occupant, and the fourth as ſove- 
2X reign ruler of theſe forts and diſtricts. It is chiefly to be at- 
$ tributed to the naturally Rrong 1 important (i ſi tuation of this Pa- 


tan's 
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tan's dominion, in the fork of the Kiſtnah and Tumbhu- 
dra, that he hath been able thus to maintain his independence 
againſt the repeated powerful attacks of his neighbours the 
Merhattahs and Hyder, who have made the circumjacent ter- 
ritory the conſtant ſcene of mutual warfare ; in like manner, 
as it had been of old, in a period little ſhort of nine centu- 
ries, the common conteſted frontier between the two nations 
of Canara and Merhat, under their reſpective native or foreign 
' princes. In the midſt of theſe more recent conflicts, how- 
ever, the eſtates of Sanore have ſuffered conſiderably by de- 
vaſtation and diſmemberment ; and the preſent proprietor hath 
been forced alternately to pay the demands of chout, exacted 
on the one ſide, and contract a family alliance with the other, 
in order to preſerve freely the remainder of his inheritance ; 


which nevertheleſs muſt ſtill be pretty extenſive, as yielding 


a neat actual revenue of near fifteen lacks of rupees, from a 
generally deſert uncultivated country. Such alſo on a narrow 
ſcale have been the fortunes and condition of the two chiefs of 
Karnool and Adoni ; the former, Manowur Khan, deſcended 
of another Patan or Afghan family; the latter entitled Moha- 
bet Jung, ſon to the nizam's brother, Baſſalut Jung; and who 
{ill retains the circar of Raichore under the feeble protection 
of the nizamut, while thoſe parts of Nundial and Adoni lying 
neareſt to the Kiſtnah, are the only remains of the nabobſhip 
of Karnool or Kummernagur. 


In deſcribing the dominions of Tippono, inherited, with 


the exception of a very ſmall addition uf his own, altogether 
from his father, and comprehending the whole Carnatic Ba- 
lagaut of the ſoubahs of Bejapour and Hydrabad, with other 
Moghul conqueſts ſouth of the Kiſtnah, beſides the more ex- 
tenſive territories of Hindoo rajahs, which were for the firſt 
time ſubjected to a Muſſulman power by Hyder, I ſhall fol- 
low the order in which the various component parts were ac- 
quired by this uſurper, and conſolidated into the preſent My- 
 forean empire tranſmitted to his ſon. : | 


IJ. Myſore, 


I. Myſore proper, or Seringapatam, from its capital, 
forming the independent ſtate of a Hindoo rajah for near 
two hundred years from its diſmemberment, as a province of 
the Bejenagur empire, fell into the hands of Hyder Ali Khan 
about the year 1763, by cutting off the Dalaway, or regent 
uſurper of the government, and ſeizing the reins of admini- 
ſtration himſelf ; but without leaving even the ſhadow of any 
authority to a nominal rajah of his own creation, excepting 
in the formularies of juſtice or finance, and preſerving on one 
ſide of the Pagoda cein the impreſſion of two Swamies or di- 
vinities of the Hindoos, while the other was made to bear the 
initial letter of his proper name Hyder. The whole country, 
now again reduced into the form of a province dependant on 
the new Myſorean dominion of a Muſſulman, in the perſon 
of Tippoo, is bounded on the weſt by the Balagaut hills of 
Koork, and thoſe called Anemally, bordering the whole coaſt 
of Malabar ; on the eaſt it frontiers with the Carnatic Payen- 


gaut, and its dependencies, along the Coromandel coaſt ; and, 
on the north, with the pergunnahs of Serah, Bangalore, and 
Colar, belonging to the Carnatic Balagaut Bejapoury, in a 
longitudinal line little ſhort of 200 Englith miles. From 
© this latter boundary, in a form nearly triangular, it ſtretches 


240 miles towards the ſouth, where it terminates in a point 


at the extremity of Dindigul, near the paſs of Goodalore, 


through the Anemally hills, on the confines of Travancore, 
and within a hundred miles of Cape Comorin. It partakes 


of the two great diviſions of country known in the Decan by 


the terms Balagaut and Payengaut, or upper and lower re- 
gion. The former, comprehending the diſtricts immediately 
dependant on the capital, and forty-three ſubordinate forts, 
chiefly on eminences, is but indiferently watered by the ſeve- 
ral branches of the Caveri, at no great diſtance from its 
ſource ; and mult therefore, as well as in confequence of an 
elevated ſituation, precluded from foreign commerce, with 
ſcarcely any internal induſtry, be comparatively poor, as it is 

I productive 
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productive only of the ſmaller grains of joary and bajary, or 
a ſpecies of Indian corn, with the different kinds of vetches 
common to India; from all which, however, a neat revenue, 
in money or kind, of ſeven lacks of hoons or pagodas, being 
about twenty-ſeven lacks of rupees, is computed to be forth- 
coming to the ſtate, after defraying the ordinary charges of 
collection, which here, as in the reſt of Hindoſtan, conſiſt 
chiefly of an eſtabliſhment of village peons or militia, rec- 
koned 40,Cco in number, for the whole province of Myſore, 
ſuppoſed to contain 15,400 ſquare geographic miles.—The 
latter, or Payengaut diviſion, making ſcarcely a third part of 
this extenſive area, is better known to us under the name of 
Coimbetore, including the diſtricts of Caroor, Darampour, 
and Namcul, on both ſides of the Caveri, with the valley of 
Dindigul on the ſouth, and the great paſs of Palligaut-cherry 


towards Malabar on the weſt : it is extremely fertile and well 


cultivated ; therefore, in proportion to its extent, more pro- 
ductive of revenue than the Balagaut territory, being eſtimated 
neat at nineteen lacks of rupees. The-rajahs of Koork, 
and other pallygars among the Gauts, from Bedenore ſouth 
to Dindigul, occupy independently a conſiderable tract of 
country within the general deſcription of Tippoo's dominions ; 
but which being inacceſſible to regular troops, by hills, or im- 
pervious woods, the My ſorean power hath never been able to 
conquer, further than to facilitate the catching of a few ele- 
phants, yearly, by means of the natives. 

II. Bedenore, or Ikeri, now Hydernagur, on the diſſolu- 
tion of the Canarine empire, of which it was a part, became 
an independent ſtate under its naicks of the race of Venca- 
taputty, aſter which it fell under the divided female govern- 
ment of different rannies or queens, and ſo continued until 
conquered wholly by Hyder between the years 1763-5. This 
country is alſo divided into Balagaut and Payengaut ; the lat- 
ter {treiching 140 miles along the ſea-coaſt from Declah, or 


the river Cangrecora, being the northern frontier of Malabar, 
| north 
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north to Honawar, or Onore, on the confines of Soonda, in 
different breadths of plain territory from forty to fifteen miles, 
but which may in all form an area of 3200 ſquare miles, ſtill 
retaining the ancient name of Canara, and including the ports 
of Mangalore, Barcelore, Onore, &c. The former, or elevated 
diviſion beyond the Supramanny Gauts, and immediately de- 
pendant on the capital Bedenore, Hanampour, &. is of great 
indefinite extent inland, on both ſides of the Tumbhudra; 
perhaps twice more conſiderable in ſize, though not propor- 
tionably ſo in value, to the maritime border. Both diviſions, 
however, allowing for a revenue eſtabliſhment of about 
22,000 village peons, are aſſeſſed for ſeven lacks of Ikeri pa- 
godas, which, at four rupees each, make a clear income to 
the exchequer of twenty-eight-lacks of rupees. 

III. Szonda, in circumſtances of hiſtory and final conqueſt, 
might be claſſed under the preceding head; as alſo from a 
ſimilarity in its geographical deſcription, with only the dif- 
ference of being on a much ſmaller ſcale. The Payengaut, 
from the diſtrict of Onore to the frontiers of Goa, along a 
ſea-coaſt of ſixty miles, cannot comprehend above 1 100 ſquare 
miles of territory, in which the port of Carwar may be con- 
ſidered the capital; while a much larger extent muſt be allowed 
for that portion of the diſtrict beyond the Gauts to the eaſt- 
ward, The whole revenue, however, of both diviſions, does 
not exceed two lacks of pagodas, or eight lacks of rupees, 

IV. Malabar. The country under this deſcription, and 
conquered by Hyder in 1765-6, excluſive of Koork, is alto- 
gether Payengaut ; ſtretching along the ſhore from Declah, 
ſouth to Cochin about 200 miles, and comprehending in an 
area of perhaps 6000 ſquare miles, the Samery's territory of 
Calicut with the petty ſtates of Cartinad, Cotiotic, Cherica, 
or Cananore, on the north, and the tributary kingdom of Co- 
chin on the ſouth ;—the whole rated at a revenue of five lacks 
of pagodas, or about nineteen lacks of rupees, after allowing 
for the maintenance of 18,000 village peons. 
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V. Barah Mhal, or twelve pergunnahs and forts of Va- 
nimbaddy, Tripatore, Kiſtnagheery, Rycottah, Darampoory, 
&c. belonging ts the circar of Jugdeo, or Gegadive, de- 
pendant on the Carnatic Payengaut, in the vicinity, and com- 
manding the great paffes of Amboor and Changamah, leading 
into the Arcot country. It was one of the earlieſt conquered 
annexations of Hyder to the Myforean dominicn, though in 
the war of 1968 it was over-run, and for a while in poſſeſſion 
of the Company's troops. The whole circar or diſtrict of 
Jugdeo, compoſed of heights and valleys on the confines of the 
Balagaut and Payengaut Carnatics, being one of the ſeven de- 
pendencies of Ginjee fubjected to the Moghul in 1698, was 
then ſubdivided into ſeventeen pergunnahs, and aſſeſſed for a 
groſs revenue of 17,57,717 rupees, Of theſe ſubdiviſions, 
Amboor, Sautgur, &c. remain to the Payengaut : the reſt 
in the hands of Tippoo, may comprehend, exclufive of the 
poligarry of Shili Naick, about 1800 fquare miles; but the 
neat revenue of the ſame territory, after defraying the ordi- 
nary expenſes of collection, does not exceed five lacks of ru- 
pees at preſent. | 
Theſe five provitices of the Myſorean empire, with the diſ- 
tricts of Bangalore, Colar, &c, of the Carnatic Balagaut Be- 
japoury, formed the whole of Hyder's dominion in the war 
1768; and were calculated then to yield in all, a neat income 
of 119 lacks and an half of rupees, allowing an eftabliſhment 
of 115,000 village peons to enforce the collections and main- 
tain internal peace. | | 
VI. Petty ſtates of Hindoo rajahs, -ſituated on the weft 
and north of the Hendery and Tumbhudra rivers, to the con- 
fines of Goa, and the Merhattah territories of Toorgul, Rai- 
baug, and Meritch, forming the jageer of Perſeram Bow be- 
yond the ſouthern branch of the Kiſtnah. Some of theſe ra- 
jahſhips had been entirely conquered by the Moghul ; but the 
moſt conſiderable of them, ſuch as Chitteldoorg, Raidoorg, 
Herpanhelly, Kennagheery, &c. never were ſubdued by any 
8 | Muſſulman 
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Muſſulman power until Hyder's conqueſt of them between the 
years 1774-7, though different diſtricts from each may have 
been diſmembered for a while by the Moghul deputies of the 
Carnatic Balagaut Bejapoury, and therefore annexed in the 
accounts of the revenue of that circar. The frontier, forts, 
and dependencies of Goojunder-gur, Darwar, Badamy, &c. 
near the ſouthern branch of the Kiſtnah towards the Merhattah 


_ dominion, compoſed at one time the jageer of Ragenaut Row, 


and have frequently changed their maſters. They fell ulti- 
mately to Tippoo at the peace of 1784, but he was forced to 
pay chout for them to the Peſhwa. On the whole, all theſe 
ſtates, of great indefinite extent, and extremely poor, yield 
only a very precarious reyenue of ſixteen lacks of rupees to 
the Myſorean, | 

VII. Carnatic Balagaut Bejapuury, conſiſting, under the 
Moghul, of one circar of the ſame name, and of which the 
capital was Serah. It comprehended 51 pergunnahs, of which 
Bangalore, Colar, &c. on the ſouth, were ſeized by Hyder, 
immediately when he poſſeſſed himſelf of Myſore; but 
Anantpour, Penekonda, &c. on the north, with the reſt of 
the Merhattah ſtate of Gooty, did not fall into his hands until 
the year 1776, when he overcame and made priſoner the pro- 
prietor Morarow, who had rendered ſignal ſervice to the Eng- 
liſh in the preceding Myſorean war. The whole circar was 
rated at a jumma kaumil*, or total groſs revenue on the king's 


* The term kaumil ſhould be well underſtood by the Company. In 
the conſtruction of an article of the treaty of Poorunder, containing a 
ceſſion of lands to a certain amount according to the kaumil jumma, a 
difference of opinion aroſe in the councils of Bombay and Bengal, whe- 
ther by the word kaumil was meant the whole ancient or actual modern 
revenue; and to this may be aſcribed the renewal of the late Merhattah 
war, The literal ſignification of the word (complete) being alone then 
Known, created a doubt; whereas, had the technical meaning of it 
(ſtandard aſſeſſment for all grants and alienations) been explained, no 
difference of opinion could haye ariſen. Vide Political Survey of the 
Northern Circars, under art. Revenue, Mode of Settlement, page 68. 
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books, of 49,16, 396 rupees; but I much doubt the accuracy 
of this valuation; becauſe it does not appear from the regiſters 
of the ſoubah of Bejapour, a copy of which is now before me, 
that the Moghul government ever aſcertained the dehatee or 
village collections of either of the Carnatics, or went into 
greater detail than to fix the ſtandard aſſeſſinent of the different 
pergunnahs; and becauſe the amount thus ſtated ſeems too 
large a receipt from a country naturally ſo poor and deſtitute 
of commerce, probably in all its dimenſions not exceeding 
10,000 ſquare miles, and which was fo liable to internal dif- 
turbances or foreign invaſion, that, notwithſtanding the num- 
ber of ſtrong holds to be found in it, every town required, 
and has, its own particular fortification. However this may 
be, the revenue actually forthcoming to Hyder in 1778, after 
defraying charges of collection and an eſtabliſhment of about 
30, ooo village peons, was only 32, 05, 206 rupees, 
VIII. Carnatic Balagaut Hydrabady, comprehending the 


five circars of Sidhout, Kahmam, Ganjecottah, Gooty, and 


Gorrumkonda, which were ſubdivided into 66 pergunnahs, 
rated by the Moghuls, kaumil 47,07,306 rupees; but from 
this amount is to be deducted the aggregate valuation of the 
pergunnahs of Chittoor, &c. now annexed to the Payengaut, 

together with the aſſeſſment of the diamond-mines of Ganje- 
cottah, which are no longer productive, making in all an ob- 
ject of two lacks of rupees. The whole country thus de- 
{cribed, bounded by the circars of Adoni and Nundial on the 
north (towards the Kiſtnah), the Guntour circar and Carnatic 
Payengaut on the caſt, with that of the Balagaut Bejapoury on 
the ſouth and weſt, may in ſquare dimenſions be nearly equal 
to this laſt mentioned diviſion of territory, or about 10,000 
ſquare miles, It formed the inheritance for four generations 
of the Patan nabobs of Cuddapah, deſcended from a collateral 
branch of the Sanore family, until Gooty and Gorrumkonda 
were taken by the. Merhattahs in 1758, and then ultimately, 
with ths remainder of Helim Khan's poſſeſſion, by Hyder in 


1770-9. 
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1776-9. After deducting the amount of a few jageers and 


ſome charitable lands ſtill left to the Mahomedans of this diſ- 


trict, with the expenſe of an eſtabliſhment at leaſt of 23,000 
village peons, the neat revenue of the whole province may be 
eſtimated at 29 lacks of rupees. 

IX. Adoni, or circar of Imtiazghur on both ſides of the 


Hendery river, ſouth of the Tumbhudra or Tungabudra 


river, as far as, and incluſive of Bellary, together with a ſmall 
portion of the circar of Ghazipour or Nundial, diſmembered 
from the nabobſhip of Carnool, all ſituated in the ſoubah of 


Bejapour, comprehend the whole of Tippoo's conqueſts and 


annexation to the Myſorean empire, acquired ſince the death 
of Hyder, and ſubſequently to the treaty of Mangalore in 


1784. In extent and revenue this acquiſition may be conſi- 
dered of little account. The former cannot exceed 5000 


ſquare miles, and the latter ſcarcely ſeven lacks of rupees, 
reckoning the petty zemindary of Bellary. But the fort of 
Adoni is of conſiderable importance, as being of the kind (on 
an inſulated rock) thought the ſtrongeſt in Hindoſtan, without 
excepting Dowlutabad or Gualior. It was ever the favourite 
ambitious obje& of conqueſt to Hyder, the Merhattahs, and 
Nizam ; and preſerved only through the cautious policy of its 
proprietor, Baſſalut Jung. When it came by inheritance into 
the weak inexperienced hands of his ſon Mohabet Jung, it 
ſell by treachery under the dominion of Tippoo ; together: 
with all its territorial dependencies, except the circar of 
Raichore, between the Kiſtnah and Tumbhudra. 

X. Environed ſtates of Sanore, Koork, and Anagoondy, till 
unſubdued, and to be conſidered independent of the Myſorean 
dominion. 'The two former have been already deſcribed; 
the latter alone claims notice rather from commiſeration to the 
circumſtances of its owner, than any political conſequence it 
can be of in the ſcale of Tippoo's power. This petty princi- 
pality, which ſcarcely extends twenty miles around the ſpacious 
ruins of the famed city of Bejenagur, once the capital of the 

Hindoo 
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 Hindoo empire of the ſame name, comprehending all the 


countries ſouth of the Kiſtnah, is the wretched remains and 
inheritance of dominion left to the lineal deſcendant of Ram- 
raje, the laſt great monarch of the Canarine and Malabar na- 
tions, united 00 years before, under the rule of Kiſhendeo. 
The repreſentatives of this family, like the ranas of Oudey- 
pour in Hindoſtan, loſt, with their dominions, the ſuperior de- 
fignation of Maharajah, or Rajah ; and have, for a century 
paſt, been diſtinguiſhed in the Decan generally by the title of 
Rayeel, They are ſaid ſtill to keep an exact regiſter of the re- 
volutions which happen within the circle of their former em- 
pire, in the yain hope of being reinſtated in their ancient 
rights, though now reduced to, a territorial income of about 
two and a half lacks of rupees, incluſive of the regalities of a 
mint at Anagoondy ; and which they are rather ſuffered to 


enjoy through the compaſſionate bounty or policy of Hyder 


and his ſucceſſor, than to hold with abſolute independence in 
their own power. Trifling, however, as their revenue is, 
and how little the merit of the Myſorean's conduct, it is more 
than they could expect from the exterminating ſyſtem of the 
Moghul and his delegates, or from the avaricious principle 
and national hatred of the Merhattahs, it they had the miſ- 
fortune of falling within the graſp of either of theſe govern- 
ments, 

From the preceding ſtatement then it appears, that the 
whole of Tippoo's preſent effective revenue is under two krore 
of rupees, or more preciſely rupees 190, o5, 206. But this 
amount is fo far ſhort of the income he has been ſuppoſed to 
poſſeſs, and which hath been uſually rated in a total round ſum 
at five or ſix million ſterling, that it may be neceſſary not 
only to hazard an opinion that ſuch ſuppoſition muſt have 
been founded on the mere vague report of unintelligent na- 
tives, or the crafty deſigns of ſome perſons who might have an 
intereſt in exaggeration, but alſo in a great meaſure proving it 
o be erroneous, leave no room to doubt the authenticity of the 
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more accurate detailed view of the Myſorean fnances here ex- 
hibited. The only proofs, however, which can be brought 
home to the underſtandings of the people of this country, in 
ſuch a caſe, debarred as they muſt be from the peruſal of ori- 
ginal papers in the Perſian and Hindoo characters, or unable 


to appreciate the materials from which completer evidence 


xcan empire. 


runs nearly parallel to, and not far ſouth of the Kiſtnah, in a 
longitudinal line of 340 Engliſh miles, about the 16th degree 


might be drawn, are comparative eſtimates of the revenues of 


other countries in India, better known to us. Thefe I ſhall 
only briefly ſtate, as the concluſion they lead to wonld infi- 
nitely go beyond equality in favour of the argument to be ſup- 
ported, if the ſubjects of compariſon were perfectly ſimilar in 
all other circumſtances, excluſive of intrinſie worth. To 
proceed then: 

The extent of Tippoo's dominion has been already fixed at 


80,000 ſquare geographic miles, or 92,666 Engliſh. In or- 


der to eſtabliſh the tolerable accuracy of thefe dimenſions, it is 


to be admitted that we can with ſufficient preciſion, from the 
lateſt publiſhed maps, trace the general outlines of the Myſo- 
Conſidering it a triangle, of which the baſe 


of north latitude, or from the pagoda of Tripanti in the N. E. 


angle, to Kittoor in the north-weſt, towards the frontiers of 


Goa, of Bari, and the Merhattahs; then, one of its ſides 
along the Balagaut or mountainous ridge of the Malabar coaſt, 
will be found to ſtretch in a horizontal diſtance 500 miles 


ſoutherly, to the extreme point and paſs of Goodalore in that 


quarter; and its other ſide from thence northerly, touching 


Pa. 44+ 
-Þ * 
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x plains bordering the ſhores of Canara and Malabar, are the 
only excluſive territory of conſiderable extent belonging to 
= Lippoo ; and to balanee it in ſome degree, within the area of 


1 the frontiers of the Carnatic Payengaut, 470 miles in a parallel 
1 


direction to the Coromandel coaſt, until it reaches the further 
corner of the circar of Kahmam near the firſt mentioned point 
at the pagoda of Tripanti. Beyond theſe three lines, the 


the 
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the triangle deſcribed, it is to be remembered, are ſituated the 
independent or environed ſtates of Sanore, Koork, &c. if not 
alfo a part of Karnool and Raichore. As the whole face of 
the country is known to be rugged, in many parts deſolate, 
badly watered, and generally rifing abruptly near half a mile 
of perpendicular height above the level of the ſea, it cannot be 
ſuppoſed that the ſoil is equally fertile with the lower lands of 
Hindoſtan. In fact, though every advantage of induſtry and 
population be allowed to a deſpotic government, which che- 
riſhes a numerous peaſantry in excluſion of great intermediate 
landholders, yet the produce of the Balagaut altogether con- 
ſiſts merely of the neceſſaries of life, and theſe of the coarſeſt 


Kind; juſt enough to ſubſiſt the inhabitants, after making 


ſufficient proviſion in paſture for the extraordinary number of 
horſes and other cattle maintained there for the military 
eſtabliſhment : while, in the Payengaut, on the Malabar 
coaſt, ſome pepper, cardamums, ſandal wood, and ſurplus 
grain beyond internal conſumption, conſtitute the only com- 
mercial funds of natural growth within the whole circle of the 
Myforean dominion. As to manufaQures, except thoſe of 


Salem and Bellary, if any exiſt in the country, they are 


not conliderable enough to be known abroad, In ſhort, the 
flates of Tippoo, proportionably to their extent and diſadvan- 
tages of local circumſtances, may be thought rather over-rated 
at the revenue here aſſigned to it, with a militia eſtabliſhment 
of 160, ooo village peons at leaſt otherwiſe provided for, when 


compared with the value of any other territory of equal mag- 


nitude in India. I ſhall, nevertheleſs, however it may 
ſtrengthen that opinion, now bring them into compariſon 
with Bengal, the richeſt ſoubah inconteſtably of the Eaſt in 
every point of view. 
The dimenſions of this province, according to Major 
Rennel, are 97,244 ſquare Engliſh miles. From theſe, 
however, are to be deducted the ſuperficial contents of the 
unproductive part of the Sunderbunds; and then the re- 
| mainder 


py. 
UW 
_ 
Buy 4 
8 
. 
1 
:$ : 
+ 


1 
& — * 
at 
EY 
Fi 
* 3 
* 
1 
£ 
4 


VIEW OF THE Dex. 17 


mainder will be nearly equal to the area of the Myſorean do- 
minion. It would be ſuperfluous to ſtate the ſuperior fertility, 
population, and induſtry of this member of the Britiſh empire, 
above all the other countries of Hindoſtan. The quality and 


quantity of its manufactures and agricultural produce, ſo ge- 


nerally known to Europe, would ſufficiently evince its pre- 
eminence in poſſeſſing all thoſe indications of national wealth, 
without inſiſting on the fact, by a circumſtantial comparative 
detail, that almoſt the whole of the ſtaple commodities for fo— 
reign commerce, exiſting in India, are in a manner concen- 
tred here, or found in the greateſt abundance, and ſome of 
them, ſuch as fili, &c. no where elſe to be met with in the 
vaſt range of continent between China and Perſia; yet the 
croſs territorial .revenue levied by the Englith government 
from this province has never exceeded two krore vt rupees ; 
which, however, is to be underſtood as forthcoming, after de- 
ducing interior charges of collection, involving an eſtabliſh- 
ment of village peons, at leaſt equal to chat of Tippoo's em- 
pire (though this great branch of internal political economy 
hath never been properly inveſtigated, 1r {iy any Hope brought 
forward to public view, by adminiſtration, as incident uni— 
verſally to the Snancial expenditure of the Company); and if 
what hath been uſually ſtyled the ordinary expenſes of manage- 
ment, but what more properly is to be conlidercd extraordi- 


' nary, were taken into the account, the net receipt, on an 


average, Will be found even ſhort of one krore and 60 lacks of 


rupees, It is true, indeed, that this compariſon, with ſome 


peopfe, may go rather to prove the defalcation of the Bengal 
revenues, than eſtabliſh the accuracy of the Myſorean ſtandard 
here given ; but, on the other hand, perhaps it will not be 
too much to allow an embezzlement of a Erore of rupees in 


the former inſtance, all circumſtances conſidered, before the 


latter can be thought in the leaſt under-rated. 
Another compariſon, and the only one remaining to be of- 


tered of a country generally known, might be given in ſtating 
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the revenue of the Carnatic Payengaut and its dependencies ; 

but though correſponding nearly in amount of neat annual in- 

come with Myſore (taking Mahomed Aly's receipts at 27, 

and thoſe of Tanjore at 13 lacks of ſtar pagodas, beſides 60 

lacks of rupees ariſing from the Company's proper territories 

of the circars, jageer, &c.), yet the difference in ſquare di- 
menſions is ſo greatly in favour of Tippoo's dominion; while, 
in point of maritime or commercial ſituation, natural fertility, 
productive worth of the ſoil, with manufaQuring induſtry, the 
advantage is fo prodigioufly on the fide of our ſettlements on 
the Coromandel coaſt, that, after all, it can only be by a com- 
promiſe or eſtimate of differences requiring much local know- 
ledge to be underſtood in this country, that a balance may be 
ſtruck, and the reſult inſiſted upon, at leaſt to prove the mo- 
ral certainty of the Myſorcan revenne not being more, how- 
ever ſhort it may be of the total amount now aſligned to it. I 
ſhall therefore endeavour here to exhibit a view of the relative 
power or value of ſuppoſed equal territorial reſources under the 
management of I ippoo, and that of the Engliſh government 
of Madras, rather than proceed in a compariſon of intrinſic 
pecuniary amount of their reſpective incomes, and which, if 
incontrovertibly proved to be exactly as before ſet torth, 
might only lead to fallacious dangerous concluſions. 

The firſt and great important difference ariſes from the nic 
made by the My ſorean, and all the native powers of Hindoſtan, 
of their numerous militia, or village peons, in warlike opera- 
tions. Theſe form an eſſential branch of every financial 
eſtabliſhment throughout the country ; and they are no where 
to be found in greater numbers, nor better paid, than in all 
the Britiſh provinces. As their interior peaceable avocations, 
in the public ſervice, do not debar them from earning a part of 
their livelihood from agriculture or manufaQures, and as conſi- 
derable perquiſites are allowed to them by the peaſantry, of 
whoſe property and perſons they are the immediate protectors, 
ſo their ſalary from government is proportionably ſmall, and 

rarely 


by 
* 
1 
3 
1 
N 


— -— 
9 
+." 
* 
ivy 
— 
in 
. 
RY 
4 — 
„ 
Fg 
* % 


VIEW OF THE DECAN. 19 


rarely any where above half ſubſiſtence. Nevertheleſs, the amount 
of the whole expenditure under this head, is a very conſider- 
able deduQion from the annual groſs receipts of the exchequer. 
The numbers, deſcription, and uſe, however, of the people 
thus maintained, for the interior collections and peace of the 
Engliſh territorial poſſeſſions in India, are altogether unknown 
to our adminiſtrations abroad, Nor have they ever been em- 
ployed as a militia corps, or otherwiſe, beyond the precincts 
of their village or hamlet, except at the inſtigation of re- 
fractory zemindars, who, in the relaxation of more autho- 
ritative control, have acquired undue influence over them, 
and in ſome inſtances ſo far as to oppoſe with their arms in the 
field their proper immediate maſters and ſovereign, But all 
the native powers, on the contrary, avail themſelves of their 


ſervices to great advantage, in their hoſtile enterpriſes againſt 


us and one another, though in a manner totally inconſiſtent 
with our ideas of diſcipline and humanity, Hyder and his 
ſucceſſor, in particular, in their incurſions into the Carnatic 
Payengaut, have generally led thirty or forty thouſand of them 
in the train of their more regular armies. Under the deno- 
minations of pindarahs, looties, birkendazes, or matchlock- 
men, theſe followers, whether on horſeback or on foot, are 
in India, what the pandours, coſſacks, or croates are in Eu- 
rope; with this difference, that the former are infinitely more 
barbarous and deſtructive in their predatory courſes through 
a civilized defenceleſs country; and being equally expert in 
exploring concealed hoards of grain, as in cutting off intended 
ſupplies of proviſion for the enemy, they at ance furniſh their 
own troops with the means of ſubſiſtence, and occaſion the 


greateſt diſtreſs to their opponents. At the ſame time, by 
plundering, torturing, or maſſacreing the innocent inhabitants, 


without diſtinction of ſex or age, while laying waſte their poſ- 
ſeſſions with fire and ſword, they ſeldom fail to enrich them 
ſelves, and haraſs the ſtate they are at war with (if under more 
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humane enlightened rulers) into propoſals of peace, whatever 
may be the condition of its internal reſources. 
The ſecond political difference between the relative value of 


the. Engliſh and Myſorean incomes, ſtill ſuppoſing them of - 


equal amount, ariſes from the vaſt neceſſary expenditure in 


every branch of the civil, military, or judicial departments 


in our eſtabliſhments ; inſomuch that the whole ordinary re- 
venue 1s abſorbed merely in the ſupport of interior govern- 
ment, or diſcharging the intereſt of debts before incurred to 
anſwer the extraordinaries of war, otherwiſe upprovided for. 
Whereas Tippoo, being very little clogged ith a ſyſtem of 


political economy like ours, maintain at the expenſe of ſo 


large proportion of the Ht ſupplies, has the full and free 
command of 21119! 16 tyiai of his financial receipts to carry 
on warlike operations; and uniting in his own perſon the 
functions of prince, miniſter, and general, whatever diſburſe- 
ments may be indiſpenſably requiſite, are always made ſpa- 
ringly, and to the certain effeCtive purpoſe of ſeconding his 
proper views and intereſts, 

The third and laſt important difference, to be noticed as 


giving ſuperior effect to the equal revenue of Myſore com- 


paratively with ours, ariſeth from the local circumſtances of 
that country, and ſyſtem of predatory deſultory warfare 
adopted by its rulers. Situated on an elevated plain, difficult 


of acceſs, in great part deſert or woody, and ſtudded with in- 


numerable hill forts—it is in itſelf no deſirable object for con- 
queſt, while it preſents almoſt inſuperable obſtacles to the 
progreſs of an invading army, particularly if compoſed of in- 
fantry, under the reſtraints and Iuxury of an European camp. 
At the ſame time it poſſeſſes the means of cheap defence againſt 
the allailants, by affording ample ſubſiſtence for its own 
hardy troops of cavalry, in the abundance of paſture for the 
horſes, and coarſe homely produce of peas or Indian corn for 
the men, who are inured to long and rapid marches. But in 
the Payengaut it is quite the reverſe. Here a narrow, low, 

| and 
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and maritime border of country, 470 miles in length, in it- 

ſelf abundantly fertile, is ſtill more artificially enriched by 

N the improving arts of agriculture, manufactures, and com- 
- © merce; and while theſe circumſtances may tempt the cupi- 
| dity of a poor and barbarous warlike nation, the facility of 
incurſion and depredation, with the certainty of a ſecure re- 

treat, render the whole Coromandel coalt an eaſy prey to the 

My ſorean; who from a vaſt chain of fortified poſts, with a 
rampart of hills, on the long and naked flank of the lower 
Carnatic, may with his cavalry make an inſtantaneous deſcent 

on the latter, in the more important ſeaſons of ſeed-time or 
harvelt ; lay the face of the country entirely walte, plunder 


and deſtroy its inhabitants, and retire in ſafety with his booty, 


through various paſſes of the Gauts, if purſued by our ſlow 
| marching army of infantry ; and thus make war rather a pro- 
fitable occupation to himſelf, though deſtructive to us, with 


; ſcarcely the poſlibility of gratifying even a vindictive deſire of 
i retaliation. 

In ſhort, on a fair compariſon of the relative value of ſup- 
poſed equal revenue collected by the Engliſh and Tippoo, the 
N difference of effective ſurplus, applicable to the extraordina- 
[tries of war, appears infinitely in favour of the latter, both 
. Sat - tor immediate exertion and prolongation of hoſtilities, accord- 
t 3 ing to the uſual ſyſtem of either power, in carrying on their 


reſpective military operations. But to eſtimate with ſtill 
greater precilion the actual reſources of our neareſt natural 


: weight and influence of the Merhattah ſtates, who are his im- 
\* mediate molt formidable neighbours, and ſtanding much in 
t} dhe ſame relation of power and enmity towards his dominion, 
n 2 that he is ſuppoſed to do in reſpect to ours; with this differ- 
e ence however, that their native empire being better ſecured, 


TS 


though on more barbarous principles of general policy, than 
his uſurpation, they are ever more prone to commit their 
wonted depredations on his territory, eſpecially when ſo weak- 

ened 


enemy, it ſeems neceſſary to take into conſideration the 
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| ened by internal or foreign wars as to become an eaſy attain - its 
| able object of their conqueſt or plunder. w 
| The form of government under which theſe people live, # de 
| hath been compared to the federate union of the Germanic © m 

body ; but I cannot diſcover the leaſt analogy between them; = of 


nor with any other civilized fociety exiſting, unleſs that of 
the Sieks of Hindoſtan be an exception; in as much as the 


va 

latter authorizes, in common with the former, predatory _ 1 7 

warfare at all times on its neighbours ; and under the deno- M 

mination of Raaki, extorts a contribution from them for the ar 

ſake of peace, very ſimilar in manner and injuſtice to the th 

I chout or fourth of public revenue often forcibly exacted by th 

the Merhattahs. But the grand principle of the political PL 

union of theſe, reſts on ground wholly diſtin, and peculiar ſu 

to themſelves, As a tribe of aboriginal Hindoos, they profeſs pi 

the religion of Bramah ; ſpeak a diale& of the Sanſcrit lan- F 

Suage, in which they have introduced all the technical terms m 

of Moghul adminiſtration ; uſe a character of their own in FA 

writing, though not very different from ſome of the other 8. 

tribes around them; are divided into the four caſts or claſſes _ to 

of people, with their various ſubdiviſions of profeſſional dif= © ell 

tinction, found over the reſt of Hindoſtan ; but with this re- = al 

markable important difference, that among the Merhattahs, ta 

every individual may, and in fact occaſionally follows the life en 

of a ſoldier. As a nation inhabiting immemorially the coun- gr 

try properly denominated Merhat, and comprehending the fre 

greater part of the Peſhwa's preſent dominion in the Decan, 2 ab 

they were completely ſubjugated, and afterwards for many 3 pu 

centuries depreſſed, firſt by the Patans, then by the Moghul | r: 

conquerors of Delhi. At length, towards the end of Alem- 4 Hi 

| geer's reign, they united, rebelled ; and under the famous 4 "ne 

| Sewajee, a leader of their own tribe, laid the foundations of 3 the 

it that empire, which hath riſen gradually on the ruins of the net 
5 


Mahomedan power, until its late final ſubverſion in Hindo- 
14 
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itan proper, through the arms of Scindeah ; both by the cap- 
ture of the cities of Agra and Delhi, with their territorial 
dependencies, and the conſequent captivity of the unfortunate 
monarch who ruled there, as the laſt imperial repreſentative 
of the great Moghul race of Timur. 

The whole of the dominion thus newly eſtabliſhed is of 
vaſt extent, ſtretching near 1200 miles along the frontiers of 
Tippoo and the Nizam in a N. E. direction, from Goa on the 
Malabar coaſt, to Balaſore in Oriſſa adjoining to Bengal; 
and from thence north-weſterly 1000 miles more, touching 
the confines of the Britiſh and allied ſtates, on the borders of 
the Ganges and Jumna, to the territory of the Sieks at Pani- 
put, rendered famous in 1761 for the laſt memorable defeat 
ſuſtained by the Merhattahs in their ambitious conteſt for em- 
pire with the united declining power of the Mahomedans, 
From this place, in a ſoutherly courſe, with great encroach- 
ment on the old eaſtern boundary of the Rajepoot country of 
Ajmere, it runs about 260 miles to the little Hindoo princi- 
pality of Kotta, and thence ſouth-weſterly 540 miles further 
to the extreme point of the ſoubah of Gujerat at Duarka, in- 
cluding the whole of that fertile province; from whence 
along the ſea coaſts of Cambay and Malabar to Goa, the diſ- 
tance may be reckoned 800 miles. Thus, the OVergrown 
empire of the Merhattahs may be ſaid to extend eaſt 19 de- 
grees of longitude, near the parallel of 22? north latitude, 
from the mouths of the Indus to thoſe of the Ganges, and 
about 13 degrees of latitude north, from the Kiſtnah to Pani- 
put; comprehending at leaſt an area of 400,000 ſquare geo- 


graphic miles, being conſiderably more than a third part of 


Hindoſtan, including the Decan, and equal, perhaps, in di- 


menſions to all the Britiſh and allied ſtates in India, with 


thoſe of Golconda and Myſore taken together. The preſent 
nett revenue, however, of this immenſe territory, calculated 


* All the provinces north of the Nerbudda river. 
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at fix krore of rupees, is in no reſpe& proportionate to its 
magnitude, allowing even that only the chout is collected and 
ſtated for the frontier diſtricts. This in a great meaſure is to 
be aſcribed to the baleful influence of a barbarous govern- 
ment, or the habits of a people naturally addicted to paſtoral 
life, and equally an enemy to agriculture, manufaQures, and 
commerce. The ſame provinces, under the Moghul, com- 
priſing the whole of Khandees, Malwa, and Gujerat ; the 
greater portion of the ſoubahs of Bejapour, Aurungabad, Be- 
der, Berar, and Oriſſa, with conſiderable parts of thoſe of 
Allahabad, Agra, Delhi, and Ajmere, may be computed to 
have yielded at leaſt one fourth more, of grofs agricultural 
annual produce, as well as of clear public income to the ex- 
chequer, than in their actual condition. 

The ſupreme rule over all the Merhattah ſtates was virtu- 
ally in 1750, on the death of the great Sahoo Rajah, tranſ- 


ferred from the family of Sewa, of the ſecond, or proper 


military caſt, to that of the preſent race, of the firſt or Bra- 
min order, under the titular deſignation of Peſhwa; and 
though the religious character has conſiderable influence in 
ſupporting the power of theſe princes, yet a very form:idable 
competitor for univerſal national ſway has ariſen in the perſon 
of Scindeah, of the Sooder or fourth claſs, and of the ſubdi- 
viſion of Puttele or huſbandman, but a pretender to the rank 
of the ſecond or military order, Kag0jee of Nagpore, &c. 
and of the ſame lineal deſcent with Sewa the founder of the 
Merhattah empire, muſt however be more dreaded by the 
Peſhwa, as having, beſides an extenſive princely domain, with 
a conſiderable military force, a fort of hereditary claim on the 
Muſnud or throne of Sattarah, ſuppoſing it to be entirely va- 
cant; which though virtually fo, is not in form the caſe, as 
it has been conſtantly filled with a nominal rajah, declaredly 
in continuation of the former line of princes, but in fact a 
mere inſtrument in the hands of the Peſhwa, who, as the title 


implies, ought only to be conſidered the firſt miniſter of the 
ſtate 
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Nate refident at Poonah. On the other hand Tuckojee Hol- 
car, like Scindeah of the fourth caſt, but leſs aſpiring, and of 
the profeſſional ſubdiviſion of Cutteakur or weaver, hath al- 
ways ſhown the greateſt deference and attachment to the reign- 
ing Bramin family, or rather to the actual regent Nana Ferd- 
novees; and in truth is conſidered, armed as he is with the 
government authority of part of Khandees and Malwa in his 
capital of Endore, the great check on the ambition and power 
of the two other chiefs above mentioned of Ugein and Nag- 
pore. There was a fourth conſiderable chieftain of the Mer- 
hattahs in Gujerat well known to us under the deſignation of 
Guycawar, of the fourth claſs and ſubdiviſion of herdſmen, 
but aſpiring alſo to the ſecond or warrior rank. This man, 
ruling at Broderah, having been forced, or perhaps, through 
motives of ſelf-intereſt and expediency, chuſing to eſpouſe 
the cauſe of Ragonaut Row and his champions the Engliſh, 
in the late unfortunate war with Poonah, was from neceſlity, 
or for the ſake of peace, given up, with all our conqueſts on 
that ſide of India, to the Peſhwa ; and being reduced to terms 
of unconditional ſubmiſſion to his ſuperior, may be conſidered 
of no weight in the ſcale of rival power. But though the 
ſituation and circumſtances of Scindeah and Ragojee may be 
ſuppoſed to give riſe to diſunion and diſcordant perſonal inte- 
reſts among the Merhattah chiefs ; and that avarice, the pre- 
dominant feature in the national character, makes it always an 
ealy matter for neighbouring governments to corrupt ſuch 


leaders or generals, when detached to a diſtant frontier to 


wage War in behalf of the ſupreme ruling ſtate ; yet they 
have all one principle of national attachment, to unite them 
in defence of the commonwealth, if at any time ſeriouſly at- 
tacked from abroad, or its exiſtence endangered through civil 

commotion internally, 
It is however alone the power of the Peſhwa, that Tippoo 
can ever have reaſon to dread ; becauſe the former's proper 
E dominion, 
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dominion, with dependent jageers of Kokiny Bramins, form 
the only member of the Merhattah ſtate at all contiguous to 
Myſore. Its extent, excluſive of Gujerat, of Holcar's ter- 
ritory, and - Ballajee's poſſeſſions on the frontiers of Malva, 
Agra, and Allahabad, does not exceed one-third of what has 
been aſſigned for the whole empire ; with a revenue nearly in 
the fame proportion. But undoubtedly in eſtimating the re- 
ſources of the Peſhwa, we mult take into the account the 
value of theſe excluded, though diſtant, provinces, as being 
acknowledged immediate dependencies on the Poonah govern- 
ment ; and then his income, reckoning chout from the Ni- 
zam, Tippoo, and Bundlecund rajahs, will be found to 
amount at leaſt to three krore of rupees ; and his undiſputed 
ſovereign authority to extend over a connected domain of 
200,000 ſquare geographic miles ; being equal to the dimen- 
fions and produce of the territories of Scindeah and Ragojee 
taken together. Further it may be obſerved, that from the 
extraordinary ſimplicity in living, and parſimony of Hindoos, 
the relative value in effective military operations of a revenue, 
even ſuppoſed no more than equal to what had been aſſigned 
to Myſore, would, in their hands, be as great in proportion 
to Tippoo's, as his hath been conſidered in reſpect to the like 
income under the management of the Britiſh government. 

As to the Nizam, although the petty ſtates of Raichore and 
Karnool under his protection, bound a part of the Myſorean 
north frontier, yet his power is ſo checked and enfeebled in- 
ternally, by refractory jageerdars, and he is ſo circumſcribed 
externally by, and ſo much in the mercy of the Merhattahs, 
that he muſt be conſidered of very little importance in the pre- 
ponderating ſcale to Tippoo's political weight. His preſent 
fituation, and the condition of his finances, have been elſe- 
where fully diſcuſſed, as will be found on the records of the 
Company, to which a reference may be made, particularly in 
my letter on delivering overcharge of the office of miniſter of 

2 the 
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the Nizam's court, on the part of; the Bengal government, to 
my ſucceſſor, Mr. Richard Johnſon, under date 17th May 
1784, from Balaſore, and which was probably entered on the 
public proceedings towards the latter end of the ſame year. 


London, April 1791. 


E 2 APPEN- 


—— — ww 4 


8 - +, — * 
_ ISAS Uo TOI IRE LAT 
__ — * — A 


( 28 ) 


APPENDIX: 


SECTION I. 


Obſervations made by the Author of the View of the Decan, 
publiſhed April 1791, on Rennell's Memoir of a Map of 
the Peninſula of India, 1793; where the latter remarks iu 


SubRance, 


Page 36. HAT the author of the © View of the Decan, 
e & c. manifeſtly under- rates Tippoo's revenue, 
t in ſtating the whole: at 190 lacks of rupees; whereas 
«« that prince himſelf admits 237 lacks, on the 
ce partition of his territory by the treaty of Seringa- 
% patam; referred to in the London Gazette of 

«© November 3, 1792.“ 
1ſt, It is remarked generally, that the ſtatement in the 
e View of the Decan” is expreſsly of neat revenue, after 
deduQing the annual charge of the provincial ſebundy eſta- 
birſhment of 160,000 peons, maintained ſor the mofuſſil 
internal collections, eſtimated at half ſubſiſtence, or 24 ru- 
pees annually for each peon, paid by government ; being in 
all 3,84,c00 rupees, and which, with other expenſes uſually 
included in general abſtrat accounts of revenue, under native. 
as well as European management, would ſwell that ſtate- 
ment to nearly the amount of Tippoo's ; certainly rendered 
by 
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by him as the total or groſs revenue, incluſive of ſebundy or 
militia charges, 

2d, In the ſame brief ſtatement exhibited in the “ View of 
te the Decan,” the particular revenue of the diſtri of Shanoor 
Buncapour, forming the ancient independent inheritance of 
the Patan nabob Abdul Hakeem Khan, is not comprehended 
in the eſtimate of Tippoo's, when rated at 190 lacks, but is 
ſeparately reckoned (page 6 of the © View”) at 15 lacks of ru- 
pees neat ; whereas in Tippoo's ſchedule of his whole reve- 
nue at 237 lacks, the income of this particular territory 1s 
included, and makes an eſſential part of the Merhattah ac- 
quiſitions. 

Za. Theſe two ſums for ſebundy of the Myſorean domi- 
nions, and total ſeparate revenue of the nabobſhip of Shanoor, 
amounting in all to 53,40,000 rupees, ought therefore to have 
been added in the «© Memoir” to the ſtatement of 190 lacks, re- 
ferred to in the © View of the Decan,” when brought into com- 
pariſon with Tippoo's ſchedule of 237 lacks, including at 
leaſt to the amount of thoſe two ſums in addition; and then 
the reſult would have appeared rather as over than under ra- 
ting Tippoo's entire revenue, taking that prince's own account 
as the proper ſtandard, . | 

With reſpeR to the latter article of 15 lacks from Shanoor, 
the author of the View of the Decan ” has more eſpecially 
to remark, that when he wrote he certainly did not conceive 
that the Engliſh government, on full information of actual 
circumſtances, would have been acceſſary to the conqueſt and 
virtual extirmination of an ancient, and to it inoffenſive, un— 
known race of native princes, notwithſtanding their names 
were enrolled in the liſt of proſcribed zemindars and polygars, 
under the 5th article of the partition treaty concluded with 
the Nizam_and Merhattahs in July 1790; to deprecate the 
fulfilment of which was the principal end propoſed by the 
author of the © View” in publiſhing that tract, with a copy of 
the treaty in queſtion annexed to it, and ſubmitting it parti- 
cularly 
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cularly to the contidericicn of the Eaſt India Directors in 'M 
1791, when the firſt information was received of the ſcheme 1 \ 
of partition, before any public ſanction could be giyen to it z 1 
from home. 1 
| The“ Memoir“ then N to detail, page 36, = £ 
1 «© That in the © View of the Decan,' the 4th, 6th, and 5 u 
1 c $th articles alone are collectively valued at about =” 
| « 41 lacks of rupees /eſs than they were taken at | - 
| « by the allies, to whom they were ceded, allow- 1 
| « ing three rupees to each pagoda (meaning the 
« koonteary, or current pagoda, inſtead of the 
«© ſwampy, or pureſt coin of the ſame denomination, 
18 « yalued in the © View at four rupees), and refers 
Y « in a note to the ſtatement of revenue exhibited 
« in the © View? of the Decan, with an abſtract of 
© the whole from thence in Nine articles, making 
[| „ the total 190 lacks of rupees.” 
; i To begin by obſerving on the 4th article thus criticiſed, 
4 and comprehending all the ſtates of Malabar proper, then 
under Tippoo's dominion, and ſubſequently transferred to 3 
4 the Engliſh; the whole neat revenue is rated in the“ View' at Jo 
9 19 lacks of rupees, beſides an allowance of 4, 32, ooo rupees 3 
. more, charges for 18, ooo ſebundy peons maintained by go- bf 
| | vernment at 24 rupees each per annum, being in all 23 lacks 3 
A and a fraction. But in the © Memoir,” page 32, the ſame diſ= | 
FF tris are valued and ceded by Tippoo for 9,36,765 koonteary ß 
Y pagodas, which, at three rupees each, make 28 lacks of Y w] 
4 rupees and a fraction, leaving a difference between the two | ; its 
| accounts of nearly five lacks of rupees, According to ad. P. 
WU vices from Bombay, however, in 1793-4, received at the H. 
| India Houſe, it has been found out that Tippoo's ſtatement ra; 
was overcharged in the ſum of two lacks of pagodas, or ſix pa 
lacks of rupees ; that the real jumma or aſſeſſment, on the |* gh 
Myſorean principles of collection, did not exceed groſs 1 T. 
7,44,570 koonteary pagodas, or 22 lacks of rupees and a jut 


fraction; 
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fraction; but that the neat eſtimated reſources of the whole 


country (including 17,872 rupees, the Company's old factory 


income of Tellichery) were no more than rupees 16, ) 2, 09; 
from which, after deducting 1, oz, 296 further revenne charges, 
with 2, 30, 820 rupees more local civil expenſes, and 12,70, 504 
rupees for the military eſtabliſhment, only a clear ſurplus of 
58,389 rupees was calculated to accrue annually to the Com- 
pany from all their new Malabar acquiſitions, 
Again; the“ Memoir“ adds, page 37, 
«« That the 6th article in particular is eſtimated at 16 
« lacks of rupees only; whereas the Merhattas and 
«© Nizam admitted a produce of more than as many 
c lacks of pagedas, for the lands that were ceded 
© to them in the Dooab, which formed only a part 
« of the 6th article ; Roydoorg, Chitteldoorg, and 
« Herpanelly included in the ſame article, and 
« which remained to Tippoo, would have ſwelled 
«« it conſiderably more.“ 
This 6th article is further particularized in the note ſub- 
Joined to the“ Memoir,” page 36, as comprehending 
Countries weſt of the Hendery and Toombuddra 
« rivers, including the Deooab, valued at 16 lacks 
Of rupees.” 
To appreciate properly the juſtneſs of cheſe ſtrictures , 
1ſt, It is neceſſary to quote correctly from the“ View“ 
what really is the text of the ſixth article in queſtion, in all 
its material particulars of territory. This is literally expreſſed, 
Petty flates of Hinds rajahs, ſituated on the weſt and north of the 
Hendery and Tumbhudra rivers do the confines of Goa, Sc. The 
rajahſhips here meant were Chitteldoorg, Raidoorg, and Her- 
panelly, between the rivers mentioned, and thoſe of Kenna- 
gheery, Kittoor, Laulgheery, Kopaul, &c. north of the 
Tumbhudra. The frontier forts and dependencies of Goo- 
jundergar, Darwar, &c. on the ſame ſide of the latter river, 
compoled at one time the jageer of the Merhattah Ragonaut 
| Row, 
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Row, and have frequently changed their maſters. They fell 
ultimately to Tippoo, at the peace of 1784, but he was 
forced to pay chout for them to the Peſhwa: and it is further 
expreſsly added, On the whole, all theſe Rates, of great in- 
« definite extent, and extremely poor, yield only a very pre- 
4 caricus revenue of ſixteen lacks of rupees to the Myſorean ;” 
but not a word in the whole article indicative of, or including the 
Dooab. In fact, this term, uſuaily applied to the fork of the 
Kiſtnah and Tumbhudra, could not in any conſiderable degree 
of its total extent be in the contemplation of the author of the 
« View” on the occalion ſpecified. The nabobſhip of Shanoo1 
Buncapour, conſlituting the moſt material diviſion of that 
two- watered intermediate territory, had been ſeparately treated 
of and valued ; and the circars of Moodgul and Raichore, 
within the ſame extenſive area, had never fallen under the 
permanent dominion of Tippoo. h 

2d, Having thus aſcertained the diſtricts actually com- 
poling the 6th article of the- View,” it remains with candour 
to appreciate and diſtinguiſh the revenue paid to the Myſo- 
rear, from what might virtually be collected in the country 
by the ancient proprietary rajahs, who were for the molt part 
towards a diſtant frontier held rather in a ſtate of refractory de- 
pendence than ever completely ſubdued. This relative ſituation 
was more eſpecially applicable to the greater Hindoo princes 
of Chitteldoorg *, Raidoorg, and Herpanelly. The military 
ſervices exacted from them were proportionably extenſive ; 
but their pecuniary aids to government were conſidered more 


»In the firſt edition of the Map and Memoir of Hindoſtan, with 
reference to the Decan, Mr. Rennell deſcribes a place and extenſive 
territory under the name of Chizzeldoorg, in the vicinity of Goa. As the 


author of the View“ never heard of any other beſides the well-known. 


rajahſhip of that denomination ; and as the ſuppoſed ſecond one in 
queſtion is wholly left out in the third edition, now under review, 
the inſertion of it in the firſt is conſidered as an error, though omitted 
to be lo mentioned in the more recent publication. 
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in the nature of a peſhcuſh or tribute, than as a regular deter- 
minate revenue, and was never fairly reckoned to exceed ſx 
lacks of rupees for the three, on an average of years, an- 
nually : whereas the leſſer rajahs and zemindary proprietors 
of diſtricts with forts, to the north of the Tumbhudra in the 
Dooab, having frequently been conquered and transferred 
to, different maſters, were rated leſs for military ſervices and 
more adequately in money, on account ot their territorial 
poſſeſſions, though ſtill perhaps diſproportionably to the ex- 
tent of their reſources, when only aſſeſſed for a neat revenue 
of ten lacks of rupees. | 

3d. To theſe ten lacks of rupees from the petiy Hindoo 
ſtates of the Dooab mult be added 15 lacks ſeparately aſſigned 
to the Muſſulman nabobſhip of Shanoor, within the ſame 
deſcription of country ; and for the whole of that warlike 
frontier, at leaſt ſeven lacks of rupees more, to defray half the 
expenſe of a ſebundy eſtabliſhment, very little, if at all, ſhort 
of zo, ooo peons. And, 

4th. The chout paid latterly to the Merhattah jageerdar, 
Perſeram Bow, for all the ſame diſtricts collectively, may be 
fairly eſtimated, one year with another, at eight lacks of ru- 
pees; while fen additional lacks will ſcarcely be thought too 
much for the private proprietary income of a dozen ſmall 
rajah landholders, excluſive of the ordinary allowance for 
official zemindary management; thus, making all together 50 
lacks of rupees, the total groſs revenue of what have been 
aſſumed as the ceded lands in the Dooab; and rather exceed- 
ing the probably exaggerated ſtatement of Tippoo, when 


financially rated at 15,87,997 pagodas, or 48 lacks and a 


fraction valued in rupees; though a ſum by no means too 
large for a region of luch extent—poor indeed in general, and 
often deſolated by the calamities vf war; but being populous 
and well cultivated, in ſome parts near rivers and principal 
towns, ſoon regains its wonted aſpect, on the return of peace, 

; and 
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and its warlike inhabitants to their accuſtomed rural occupa- 
tions. Exe) | 
Finally, To reſcue the 8th article, viz. Hydrabad Car- 
nalic, valued at 29 lacks of rupees, from the imputation of 
being under-rated in the © View,” ſo far, as ſtated page 36 
of the © Memoir” in a note, that ** much leſs than the while 
« of this article was taken at more than nine lacks and a half of 
* pagodas,” or 28; lacks of rupees, it ſeems neceſſary to 
aſcertain the particulars of the article in queſtion as under- 
ſtood in either publication. And, 1ſt, with reſpect to the 
„View,“ the included diſtricts are diſtinctly ſpecified to be 
the circars of Sidhout, Kahmam, Ganjecottah, Gooty, and 
Gorrumkonda, forming the old nabobſhip of Cuddapah or 
Kerpah, which being ſubdivided latterly into 65 pergunnahs, 
yielded, after deducting ſome jageers and charity lands, with 
the expenſe at leaſt of 23,0co village peons, a neat eſtimated 
revenue of 29 Jacks of rupees ;- but incluſive of this laſt in- 
cumbrance of ſebundy alone, at the ordinary rate of allow- 
ance, is to be taken at 34 lacks of rupees, 2d. The 
Memoir,“ on the other hand, rather vaguely ſtates, page 
32, ſo much of the article in queſtion, ſuppoſed to be in 
point, at 9,7 1,390 pagodas, under the heads of Kerpah, Kah- 
mam, Ganjecottah, and Karneol. The whole article, how- 
ever, is more correctly fet forth in the Gazette account, as 
follows, viz. the nabobihip of Kerpah, comprehending 61 ta- 
looks, 8,33, 649 pagodas; and the other four talooks belonging 
to it in the circar of Gooty, 51,782 pagodas, beſides the little 
territory of Sundoor ceded to the Merhattahs, at 10,000 pa- 
godas: valuing thus the total of Hydrabad Carnatic, diſmem- 
bered from Myſore, at 895, 431 pagodas, or 26, 86, 293 ru- 
pees, and alligning feparately to the circar of Nundyal for- 
merly dependent on the Patan principality of Xarns!, but 
ſince to Adoni, together with Belhary, Moka, &c. apper- 
tajning to the Jatter, a revenue of I 49,002 pagodas, or about 
four lacks and a half of rupeeg—being two lacks and a halt 
e „„ leſs 


a 


* * "s 2 
= 2 K '4 FP” 2 _ % 
r 2 i 54-6, & 'q 
4 X 7 a 4 4 . 4. : 4 
CLE KP 
*** G * 4 * 


4 


—_— 1% 
— D 

4 
* 


8 

1 
9 

* 


0 | * 
r 
* — — 


tid 


di 


x 


* 


C © 
1 
5 
] K's 
El 


APPENDIX. 35 


leſs than the ſame diſtricts are eſtimated at under the gth ar- 
ticle of the © View.” It therefore appears, on due conſider- 
ation of the eighth, and all the other articles noticed, that 
they are far from being under-rated, taking even Tippoo's 
account as the ſtandard valuation of their worth, no more 
than the whole of his revenue was previouſly ſhown to be, 
whether calculated in groſs or neat, on accurate inveſtigation 
and report of the data contained in the © View,” from whence 
to form a juſt comparative eſtimate with thoſe adduced in the 
„Memoir.“ 

To correct the poſſible errors of either computation, it 
might have been uſeful to have entered into a compariſon of 
the known extent, revenue, and reſources of Myſore, con- 
traſted with thoſe of Bengal, ſo perfectly underſtood by the 
author of the laſt-mentioned tract: this, however, was re- 
jected, page 30, on the ground of imperfe& knowledge of 
the ſyſtem of collection, and the rate of taxation throughout 
Tippoo's country—perhaps before theſe particulars were fully 
aicertained in a publiſhed compilation, entitled, Britiſb India 
analyſed i in 1793, and in the record, deemed authentic, of the 
actual aſſeſſment of Myſore, ſerving as the baſis of an equal 
partition of its territory; together with the reſult of local 
inveſtigations into the ſtate of the portion ceded to the Com- 
pany, officially tranſmitted about that time from India. Ne- 
vertheleſs the more important, though then ſecondary object, 
of the writer of the © View,” propoſed by ſuch compariſon, 
namely, to ſhow the great, unwarrantable, and dangerous 
defalcation in the Bengal revenues, muſt, at any rate, have 
completely failed of ſucceſs. , 

I: may be proper, however, to extend the oreſent oblerva- 
tions to a compariſon brought forward by the author of the 
+ Memoir” in illuſtrating his ſubject, which, though not 
directly pointing to the ſubject of revenue treated of in the 
« View,” hath ſome oblique reference to it, and ſeems more 
eſpecially deſerving of notice, as being founded on miſtaken 
FA . principles, 
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principles, the adoption of which, in practical government, 
might lead to the worſt and moſt important Ol ARTIE 
It is ſtated in the © Memoir,” page 34— 
„That the Merhattah ſhare of the ceſſions in the 
% Dooab appears to contain 7962 ſquare Britiſh 
miles, the revenue of which is taken at 411, 450l.; 
« conſequently each ſquare mile is worth to the 
% ſtate per annum near $21, or, per acre, about 
« 15. 73d, If we take Tippoo's ancient territory 
c“ at 99,000 ſquare miles, and reckon the revenue 
« at the ſum fixed by the preliminary treaty, it 
would amount to about 257. only per mile. The 
& fland-tax of England and Wales may be about 
* 331. per mile. But it muſt be taken into conſi- 
« deration, that in the peninſula the land-tax re- 
e preſents the revenue in general; in England it 
„is leſs than one eighth of the whole, z. e. com- 
paratively one to eight, 

It is the latter part of this quotation that involves the prin- 
ciples alluded to. Here a compariſon is drawn in the ſame 
terms of ſpeech, between the public burdens on land in dif- 
ferent countries, ſubject to rules of aſſeſſment totally diſſimi- 
lar, with only a ſimple explanatory qualification, that the 
Jand-tax in the one country compoſes the chief, if not the 
only ſource of revenue generally, whereas in the other it 
forms no more than one of many ſources equally productive. 
But it is not the general reſult or relative proportions of a 
tax, denominated the fame in different countries, that are 
alone to be conſidered in the preſent caſe ; its ratio, nature, 
and interior bearing on the people aſſeſſed, mult alſo be taken 
into the account, to ſtrike a fair comparative eſtimate. On 
theſe juſter principles it is to be underitood, that throughout 
the Decan, in Bengal, and all over Hindoſtan, the public 
revenue, locally ariſing from land, is in no ſhape to be held 
or properly termed a land. tax, in the common Engliſh ac- 
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ceptation of the words; it is conſtitutionally in form, and 
meant to be in fact, a land. rent, levied from the peaſantry, 
generally, when converted into money, at the rate of one 
fourth of the groſs produce of the ſoil, and of which one 
fourth nine tenths are uſually ſuppoſed to be annually paid into 
the treaſury as the preprietary income of the ſovereign. 
Whereas in England the land-tax, when at 4s. in the pound, 
is only one fifth by an old valuation, and perhaps no more than 
one tenth of the preſent proprietary income of individual 
landholders, who in moſt places drew a larger proportion 
than one fourth of the groſs produce of the ſoil from their 
tenantry. So that to ſtate, that a ſquare mile of "Tippoo's 
dominions, under the operation of a land-tax, is worth in 
one diſtrict 521. or more univerſally 251. and that the fame 
extent in England and Wales, ſubjected to the like denomi- 


nated tax, may produce about 33/. per mile, muſt convey a 


very deluſive, inadequate idea of the true comparative public 
burdens and revenue exiſting in the two countries reſpectively; 
however far ſuch effect might, and undoubtedly muſt have 
been from the author's intention. | 
ReſpeQing the firſt part of the quotation, which ſeems to 
militate with the deſcription of the face and circumſtances of 
the territory of the Dooab, particularly Shanoor, as exhi- 
bited in the“ View of the Decan,” it is to be obſerved, Fist, 


That the deſcription is rather comparative of its proper fitua- 


tion, between what it might have been in times of proſperity, 
and really was, under the warfare and deſolation of a con- 
teſted frontier. Secondly, That the revenue of 15 lacks of 
rupees, clear of the ordinary charges of chout and ſebundy, 
aſſigned in the“ View” to the nabobſhip in queſtion, gives 
it ſtill greatly the advantage in poiut of productive worth, 
proportionably to its extent, over any part of the Myforean 
dominions ; and differs but liitle from Tippoo's ſtatement of 
its groſs income, rated to the allies at 5,91,373 pagodas, or 
17,74, 119 rupees. Thirdly, That this and all the petty Hin- 
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doo ſtates of the Dooab, ſo eminently benefited by the great 
tertilizing ſtreams of the Kiſtnah and Tumbhudra, could not 
have been in the contemplation of the author of the © View," 


as thought naturally ſterile or unproductive under their proper 


native rulers; when ſo much comparative value was allowed to 


the whole of Tippoo's heritable poſſeſſions, though moſtly on a 


high table land indifferently watered, merely as the artificial 
effect of a wiſe and politic adminiſtration in a very ſhort 
period of time, over a large dominion, formed of many de- 
tached principalities, recently conquered. Fourthly and laſtly, 
It may be remarked, that the diſtrict of Shanoor, certainly 
comprehending leſs than one half of the area afligned to the 
portion of territory ceded to the Merhattahs in the Dooab, 
hath always been known, as to its circumſtances of population 
and culture generally, to form a perfect contraſt to the de- 
vaſtation and ruin of the neighbouring provinces under the 
barbarous government of the Poonah jageerdars, or feeble 
oppreſſive deſpotiſm of the Nizam's fonugedarry delegates ; 


though this diſtrict itſelf has ſuffercd of late years partially 


all the calamities incident to the countries around from de- 
predation and warfare ; and is now doomed to bear the cm- 


pletien of its misfortunes, being unconditionally transferred 


in total mercileſs ſubjection to the grinding ſway of a nation 


of parſimonious freebooters, enemies by nature, religion, and. 


anarchical principle of union, to the Muſſulman inhabitants 
to be governed, including the family of their depoſed ancient 
princes, and equally ſo to every people they can conquer, of 
a different caſt from their own, living in any ſtate of civilized 
ſociety. 
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SECTION II. 


E author of the © View of the Decan” having thus, as he 
thinks, ſufficiently eſtabliſhed the accuracy of ſuch parts 

of that confeſſedly imperfect diſquiſition, as have been brought 
under review of the“ Memoir” in a different light, he will 
proceed to appreciate the revenue and political circumſtances 
of Tippoo Sultaun as they ſtand at preſent, modified by the 
operation of the third article of the treaty of Seringapatam ; 
and then, according to the original plan of the“ View,“ 


conclude with a curſory ſketch of the relative ſituation of that 


prince with reſpect to the ſurrounding powers, who, confe- 
derating againſt him, ſucceeded in diſmembering his dominions 
ſo much to their own apparent advantage. But previouſly 


it ſeems neceſſary to inſert here, as a ground-work, fi, 


fo much of the offenſive partition treaty, entered into before 
the commencement of joint hoſtilitics in 1790-1, as led, ſe— 
condly, to the effective partitioning article of the treaty of 
Seringapatam, at the concluſion of the war in 1992, which, 
with a ſchedule of the revenue of diſmembered My forean 
territories, appear equally proper to be introduced in this 
place, for more authentic elucidation. 


Firſt, Extra of Article z th, of a Treaty concluded with the 
Merhattahs, correſponding with the "th entered into with 
the Nizam, by the Britiſh Government of Bengal, for con- 
quering and partitioning the Myſorean Dominions, in the 
following Terms, ratified at Fort William on the 5th and 
29th July 1790. 


dependent on Pundit Purdhaun and the Nawaub Aſſof 
; n 66 Jah, 


6 The underwritten polygars and zemindars, being 
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Jah, it is agreed that, on their territories, forts, &c. 


falling into the hands of any of the allies, they ſhall 
be re-eſtabliſhed therein; and the nuzzeranah that 
thall be fixed on that occaſion ſhall be equally divided 
amongſt the allies ; but in future, Pundit Purdhaun 
and the Nawaub Aſſof Jah ſhall colleQ from them the 
uſual kundnee and pefhcuſh, which has been heretofore 
annually collected; and ſhould the ſaid polygars and 
zemindars aCt with infidelity towards Pundit Purd- 
haun, or the Nawaub, or prove refractory in the diſ- 
charge of their kundnee and pethcuſh, the ſaid Pun- 
dit Purdhaun and Nawaub are to be at liberty to treat 
them as may be judged proper. The chief of Sha- 
noor is to be ſubject to fervice, both with Pundit 
Purdhaun and the Nawaub ; and ſhould he fail in the 
uſual conditions thereof, Pundit Purdhaun and the 
Nawaub will act as they think proper.“ 


of the Polygars and Zemindars alluded to in the above 
Article. 


Hannoor 


« 1. Chitteldoorg 7. 
“2. Harpoonelly 8. Cunnaghcery 
9. 


„3. Raidoorg Ballarree 

4. Annagoondy 10. The diſtrict of Abd- ul- 
4. Keychundgoondeh Hakeem-Khan, chief 
« 6, Kittoor of Shanoor.” 


Article 13th or 10th of the ſame treaty with the Merhattahs 
and Nizam reſpectively, further guarantees, that“ If after 
* the concluſion of peace with Tippoo, he ſhould attack or 


% moleſt either of the contracting parties, the others ſhall 


« join to puniſh him; the mode and conditions ſhall be here- 
after ſettled by the three contracting powers,” &c. 

The real condition of the three firſt polygars, as named in 
the preceding liſt at the period of the partition treaty, is 
generally 
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generally deſcribed in the“ View,” and more particularly 
ſince in the firſt ſection of the Appendix, They had been 
rather imperfectly ſubjugated by Hyder, owing in a great 
meaſure to the ſupport they could occaſionally derive, in their 
frontier ſituation, from the neighbouring power of the Mer- 


hattahs, Their territories however, hence only liable to a- 


ſmall peſhcuſh, perhaps an irregular indefinite tribute, with 
large proportional military ſervices, devolved as part of Tip- 
poo's inheritance from his father. And though the Merhattahs 
vaguely claimed from them, as they have done often alike ſuc- 
ceſsfully throughout Hindoſtan, wherever their power enabled 
chiefs of the nation to levy the kundnee or chout, yet the rajah 


polygars in queſtion never became regularly aſſeſſed for 
that unjuſt oppreſſive demand; no more than it could be 


rightfully contended, that they were at any time properly con- 
ſidered tributaries to the preſent Nizam. 

In like manner the revenue of all the other petty rajahs 
ſituated in the Dooab, ſomewhat ſimilarly circumſtanced, 
fell for the moſt part heritably to Tippoo, and was eſtimated 
generally with that of the others before mentioned in the 6th 
article of the © View,” and ſince more fully in this Appen- 
dix. Annagoondy, Koork or Corga, and Shanoor, are ſe- 
parately treated of as ſtates independent of the Myſorean ; to 
the Nizamut, certainly, neither of theſe ever rendered the 
lighteſt acknowledgment of ſubjection; and though the pro- 
prietor of the latter ſtate found it his intereſt frequently to 
purchaſe the favour or the forbearance of the Merhattahs by 
payment of the chout, yet ſuch conceſſion was not formally 
underſtood to imply a determinate regular tribute annually, 
It may be farther obſerved in elucidation of the circumflances 
of the prince here in queſtion, that he had recently been vis- 
lently expelled from his eſtates by Tippoo, in conſequence of 
alleged adherence to the Merhattah cauſe, in the war with 


them which immediately ſucceeded the peace with the Britiſh 


government in 1784; and having thrown himſelf on the 
G promiſed 
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promiſed protection and ſupport of the Peſhwa, was in fact 
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a ſuppliant at the court of Poonah, in expeQation of its 
powerful aid to be reinſtated, at the very time of concluding 
the partition treaty before quoted. Effectively, he was re- 
ſtored in 1791 to the conditional limited poſſeſſion of his he- 
reditary domains, on Perſeram Bow's march to the ſouthward, : 
in conjunction with the Bombay detachment, to juin the 
allied army before Seringapatam, But the terms of peace 
ſoon after concluded with Tippoo, in admitting the diſpoſal 
of Shanoor as a ceſſion, at its utmoſt territorial value yearly, 
has neceſſarily reduced the proprietary nabob virtually to the 
degraded dependent condition of an official zemindar, without 
even the hope of relief from the rivalſhip of wo ſuperiors, 
which he was once deſtined to ſerve. And ſuch alſo muſt 
Inevitably be the hard fate not only of all the leſſer Hindoo 
polygars of the Dooab, but of the three greater rajahs of 
Chitteldoorg, Raidoorg, and Herpanelly, hence attached with- 
out control, or hope of foreign interference, to Myſore, 
under the operation of the third article of the treaty of Serin- 
gapatam, of which, with its ſchedule of revenue and the ſub— 


ſtance of the two prior clauſes, an extract is propoſed to be 
given here, in the 


Second place. The preliminary articles of that treaty were 


ſettled 23d. January 1792, and the treaty itſelf finally con- i 
cluded in camp near Seringapatam March 18th of the ſame 4 
year. Of the latter, Article iſt is a ratification of all for- 1 
mer treaties with the Company. Article 2d ſtipulates the | 
payment of 3 Erore and 30 lacks of rupees by Tippoo to £ 
the allies; one half immediately, and the remainder in three 7 


initalments, to be equally divided between them. Article 3d 


proceeds, ** By the iſt article of the preliminary treaty it is 
© agreed, that he half of the dominions which were in the 
„ polleſſion of the ſaid Tippoo Sultaun at the commence- 
* ment of the war ſhall be ceded to the allies, adjacent to 
5 their reſp<Qive boundaries, and ſubject to their ſelection, 
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p Accordingly, the general abſtract of the countries com- 
« poſing half the dominions of Tippoo Sultaun to be ceded 
ce to the allies, agreeably to their reſpective ſhares hereunto 
„ ſubjoined, and the detail of them, is inſerted in a ſeparate 
ſchedule, bearing the ſeal and ſignature of Tippoo Sul- 


« taun.” 


A 
A 


Firſt Abſtract of Difridts ceded to the Engliſh Eaft India Com- 


pany, as rated in round Numbers. 


Calicut, 63 talooks, or dependen- 
Malabar . cies — Pagodas 3, 48, 765 
| Paulgautcherry, fort and paſs $8,000 


9,36,765 
2. P Dindigul, &c. fort, and two ta- 
looks ſouth of Coimbetore 90,000 
3+ | Salem, Namkul, Sunkaghery, &c. 
four talooks north-ealt of Coim- 
betore and river Caveri $8,000 
Coromandel 4. | 4Ahroor, Anuntgurry, Shadmun- 
gul, &c. four talooks, country 
of the polygar Shili Naick 
among the lower Carnatic hills 
north-eaſt adjoining to Salem 68, ooo 
5. | Barah Mahal, &c. nine talooks or 
hill forts, with dependencies 
north of Ahtoor, part of the 
ancient circar of Jugdeo 1,34,000 
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3,$0,000 , 
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Total ceded to the Engliſh — 13, 16,765 


. — — - 


— 


Second Abſtrat of Diftrifs ceded to the Nizam Nawaub Ajhuf 
Jab Bahadur. 


Kerpah, 61 talooks, compoſing 

formerly the greater part of 

) © the nabobſhip of that name, in | 

4 the Carnatic Balagaut of Hy- 1 

- : 5 drabad, and then conſiſting of | 

1 2 the circars of Sidhout, Kah- 
8 
E 


— — — 


— —— — 


— — 


2 1. mam, Ganjecottah, Gooty, and 
; Gorumconda, in the treaty im- 
| perfectly diſtinguiſhed, but 
8 rated at _ Pagodas $,33,649 
by Goory, in the circar of that name 
3 particularized, are Tarpatry, 
Tamurry, &c. four talooks, 
rated at — — 51,782 
Carried over — 3,35, 431 
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Brought over — $,85,435 

2. Alon, 11 talooks of 3 b 

pelly, Moaka, Koorkur, &c. 

with the petty rajahſhip of 

Balbary, all formerly, in part, 

dependent on the circar of 

Adoni,or of Nundial,under the 

n of Karnool, but re- 

cently united to Adoni — 1 
3. Dooab e, the forts and depend- Gnas 

encies of Kopaul and Kannacs . 

gheery, with the territory of 

Goojunderghur, formerly parts 

of Bejapour ſoubah — — 281,332 


Total ceded to the Nizam — 13,16, 666 


Third Abſtract of Diftrifts ceded to Purdhaun Bahadur. 


1. In the Dooab, between the ſouthern branch of the 
Kiſtnah, named Malpurba, and the 'Tumbhudra 
rivers, in 42 talooks, or dependencies, of 
iſt. Shanoor and Buncapour, the ancient na- 
bobſhip of the Patan Abdul-Hakeem-K han, | 
in the ſoubah of Bejapour — Pagodas $291,373 
2d. Kittoor, Darwar, Lalgheery, Hawwnoor, Gud- 
| duc, Jalikal, Dummoor, &c. 10 petty rajah- 
ſhips in the Dooab, together with the fort | 
_ Age 7,152,293 


of Goojunderghur 


Total ceded to the Merhattahs there 13,06,666 
2. In the circar of Gooty, the ſmall detached territory 
of Sundyor retained probably for the maintenance 
of fome of the Merhattah family of Goorpura, or 
Morarow, the ancient friend of the Engliſh — 10,000 


Total ceſſions to the Merhattahs TR 13,16,666 


— 


Forming together a grand total of pagodas 39,50,095 for 
the three ſhares given and accepted as a moiety of Tippoo's 


* The territory of the Dooab now in queſtion, and for the moſt part 
ceded to the Nizam and Merhattahs in the proportions ſet forth in the 
ſchedule, is ſtated to contain in all 15 talooks, valued at 

SET: Pagodas 16,48,099 
But from this was agreed to be deducted the rajahſhip of 


Anagoondy, for — — — 60, 101 
retained by Tippoo in the Dooab north of the Tumbhu- 
dra river, leaving — —_ mo 15,87,998 


as the total revenue of the portion transferred to both of the allies. 


whole 
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whole revenue at that time, in kanteary pagodas, valued in 
the account at three rupees each, and amounting therefore, 
in all, to 1 krore 184 lacks of rupees, or about 395 lacks 
to every one of the confederate powers. Jt ſeems only ne- 
ceſſary farther to remark here on the foregoing ſtatement, 
that the arrangement and detail of particulars, though cor- 
| reſponding in ſubſtance and amount of revenue, are not pre- 
. ciſely drawn out as exhibited in the ſchedule annexed to the 
treaty. A deviation in this reſpect appeared proper to clas 
and point out, according to the old known diviſions of the 
country, the different ceded portions of it, confuſedly mixed 
in the original. After all, the ſituation, extent, and value, 
of moſt of the. places will be found very imperfecly aſcer . 
tained; and ſome of them, as in the boundary line of the 
Nizam's acquiſitions in the circars of Gorumcondah, Gooty, 
and Adoni, towards the remaining poſſeſſions of Tippoo to 
the ſouth, as well as in that towards the nabobſhip of Kar- 
nool on the north, are ſo vaguely deſcribed, or ill defined, as 
d to render a correct geographico- financial account of them 
ntterly impoſſible. But in the intended uſe to be made of the 
whole of theſe particulars, it may be ſuſficient to be enabled 
to diſtribute and compare them under the different articles of 
, Tippoo's former revenue, as ſet forth in the © View ;”” for 
the purpoſe of determining the amount of the remainder left 
to him by the treaty, and now to be the ſubject of diſcuſſion, 
g In ſketching the extent and revenue of the Myſorean domi- 
N nions at the commencement of the war in 1790, 80, ooo 
ſquare geographic miles, or 92, 666 Engliſh, were ſtated to 
be the dimenſions, and a krore and go lacks of rupees the 
nett annual income realized to the public treaſury, after de- 
ducting charges of collection for 160,000 febundy troops, 
eſtimated, in the firſt ſection of this Appendix, at 38, 40, ooo 
rupees more; thus, making the groſs yearly revenue, as uſually : 
ſtated in the financial accounts of Hindoſtan, 2 krore, 
28 lacks, and 40,000 rupees. In this ſtatement, the environed 
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principalities of Koork, Shanoor, and Anagoondy, were not 


taken into conſideration, as being then ſuppoſed independent 


of the Myſorean empire ; but were ſeparately deſcribed, as 
comprehending an area (incluſive of ſtill unſubdued rajahſhips 
on the weſtern Gauts) of about 6000 ſquare miles, and rated 
at a nett actual revenue of 174 lacks of rupees for the two 
laſt- named ſtates, that of Koork being of no financial account. 
In the ſchedule, however, before exhibited, ſerving as the baſis 
of the late partition, both Shanoor and Anagoondy are com- 
priſed in the valuation of Tippoo's territorial income, and, 
together with R,, comprehended in the general area of his 
dominions by Major Rennell, when taken in all at 98, ogo 
ſquare Britiſh miles. Theſe diſtricts are, therefore, to be 
added geographically and financially to the eſtimates of Myſore 
before referred to, which will increaſe the total of its revenue, 
in round numbers, to ſomething ſhort of 2 krore and 46 
lacks of rupees, and its ſquare contents to the ſum of Ren- 
nell's calculation, taken as the moſt authentic geographic 


- ſtandard, With reſpect to revenue, however, a farther ad- 


dition muſt be made to reach the true conſtructive principle 
of the ſchedule, namely, to the amount of 25 lacks of ru- 
pees *, as the difference to be computed between a 7rivute 
income, alone in the contemplation of the author of the 
« View,” as forthcoming from the petty Hindoo ſtates of 
the Dooab, and the whole groſs revenue of the ſame ter- 
ritories, aſſumed by Tippoo afterwards as his abſolute right, 
involving With the neat revenue the ſurplus collections of 
theſe ſtates, as well as of Shanoor, and either retained for- 
merly by the native proprietors, or expended in payment of 
peſhcuſh to the Myſorean, chout to the Merhattahs, and 
maintaining the neceſſary internal eſtabliſhment of ſebundy ; 
—thus making the whole groſs revenue of Tippoo, as it 
would be ſtatiſtically valued according to the financial rules 


* To be found in diſcuſſing the accuracy of the 6th article of the 


« View,” in the firſt ſection of this Appendix. f 
2 0 
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of Hindoſtan, amount to the aggregate of ws hundred and 
ſeventy-one lacks of rupees—a ſum ſurpaſſing not only the 
total of that prince's proper account of 237 lacks, but ex- 
ceeding even the computed valuation of the allies when ſtated 
at 200 lacks. | 

On theſe grounds, therefore, of ſquare dimenſions, 98, oo 
miles, with a groſs and neat revenue, the former to be taken 
at 271, the latter, including Shanoor and Anagoendy, at only 
2073 lacks of rupees, all the diſmembered portions of My- 
ſore ceded to the allies are to be proportionably rated in or- 
der to fix the value of the remainder left to Tippoo. Tv 
begin—— 

Firſt, with the ceſſions to Britain; the whole of the mari- 
time country properly termed Malabur, and giving its name 
to the weſtern ſide of the peninſula of India called Decan, 
deſcribed under the 4th article of the“ View,” but henceforth 
to include Koork, falls to be deducted from the former My- 
ſorean empire, according to the verification of its revenue in 
the iſt ſection of this Appendix, at 23 lacks in groſs, or 19 
lacks of rupees neat : and to this adding the value of all the 
ſcattered territories throughout the Carnatic ceded on the 
eaſtern or Coromandel ſide of the Decap, including the Ba- 
rab Mahal under the 5th article of the“ View,” with Ahtcor, 
Salem, and Dindigul, &c. diſmembered from Coimbetore un- 
der the 1ſt article, together eſtimated in groſs at 11 lacks, but 
no more than nine neat ; then the whole of the Britiſh por- 
tion, according to Rennell containing 15,374 ſquare miles, 
may be worth 34 lacks groſs, and 28 lacks of rupees neat 
revenue, 


Secondly, the territory ceded to the Nizam, comprehending 
as is ſuppoſed the whole of Hydrabad Carnatic Balagaut, as 
ſpecified in the 8th article of the © View,” with the cxcep- 
tion of ſome talooks in the circars of Gorumconda and 
Gooty ſtill retained by Tippoo, including alſo the diſtri of 
Adoni, under the gth article, and a ſmall portion of the petty 

| Hindoo 
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Hindoo {tates of the Daoab, together eſtimated in extent at 
12,745 ſquare miles, with a groſs revenue of 39 lacks 70,000 
rupees, or neat about 34 lacks. | . 

Thirdly, the entire principality of Shanzor, and petty Hindoo 
rajahſhips in the Docab, with the little diſtrict of Sundoor in 
the circar of Gooty transferred to the Merhattahs, are ſtated 
by Rennell to comprehend an area only of 7962 ſquare miles, 
rated according to the ſchedule in groſs 39 lacks, or perhaps 
ſomething more by the calculation of particulars (ſect. 1ſt, 
Apps) ; but cannot, allowing a decent maintenance to the feve- 
ral late proprietary chieſs, now reduced probably to little bet- 
ter than the condition of official zemindars, yield above a neat 
revenue of 30 lacks of rupees; thus, forming an aggregate 
of 35,081 ſquare miles of country ceded, producing in all 
groſs revenue 1,13, 20, ooo rupees, or neat 84 lacks, to be de- 
ducted from the fame deſcription of totals, before exhibited 
for the whole of the Myſorean former dominion, and thence 
ſhowing the remainder of its extent and income under aQual 
circumſtances to be 62,009 ſquare miles, yielding groſs 
1,57,90,000, and of neat revenue 1234 lacks of rupees. 

But to arrive at the true preſent ſtandard of Tippoo's real 
income, ſome addition to the two latter reſults is yet to be 
made. It would have been obſerved in controverting the 
ſtrictures made on the 6th article of the“ View” in the iſt 
ſection of this Appendix, that no more than a pecuniary tri- 
bute of fix lacks had been allowed as forthcoming to the My- 
ſorean from tlie rajahſhips of Chitteldoorg, Raidoorg, and Her- 


panelly, in part of 16 lacks derived from all the Hindoo ſtates, 


included under the ſame article, as fituated north and weſt of 
the Hendery and Tumbhudra rivers. The treaty of Seringapa- 
tam, however, has eſſentially altered the relative worth and 
condition of all theſe petty principalities, as well thoſe re- 
tained as ceded by Tippoo ; inaſmuch as they mult hence- 
forth, by the tacit reciprocal authority of native rulers; who 
have no bounds to their pretenſions of right, but the extent 
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of their power, be completely ſubjugated ; and, like all the 


other leſſer ſtates of Hindoſtan, whoſe princes have been ſuc- 


ceſſively reduced by the Moghul, and his nominal delegates, 
ſubſequently fall under the old financial conſtitutional laws 
of the empire in the form of zemindary holdings ; affording 
thus, a recent inſtructive example of the manner by which 


the ſovereigns of the Eaſt have become proprietary lords of the 


ſoil, in room of the ejected or exterminated ancient land- 
holders. On theſe principles the three rajahſhips before 
named will hence be aſſeſſed to Jippoo's exchequer in their 


full meaſure of annual rent as collected from the peaſantry, 


with the uſual allowance for official interior management ; 
and may be moderately rated accordingly in groſs, beſides the 
former tribute, at 20 lacks, or in all ſo much neat revenue, 


including the amount of former tribute; thus increaſing the 


real effectiye groſs reſources of the preſent Myſorean domi- 
nions, to more than 177 lacks of rupees, charged with the 
half eſtabliſhment of 120,000 ſebundy or militia troops em- 


ployed in the collections, beſides jageers, penſions, &c. and 
the neat revenue payable into the treaſury to one hundred and 
 thirty.ſeven and a half lacks, excluſive of the expenſe of that 


eſtabliſhment. | 


In conſequence, however, of the important general dimi- 


nution of Tippoo's finances, which, after all the eventual and 
other additions allowed in the preceding ſtatement of his in- 
come, amount to about 53 lacks of rupees 4% than at the 
commencement of the war in 1790, beſides a reduction of 
40,000 men in the number of ſebundy troops, his relative 
power and political ſituation with reſpect to the *hree great 
powers around him, have certainly undergone a very material 
change; though not in proportion to his intrinſic , by 
territorial diſmemberments, as will be made to appear in tak - 
ing a review of the benefits likely to reſult from theſe diſ- 
memberments, to his partitioning conquerors : and iii, with 


re ſpect to the ſhare acquired by the Engν¹e e This portion, 
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com prĩſ ng the Malabar and Carnatic diſtricts, was valued 
by; and accepted from Tippoò at the eſtimated revenue of 394 
latks of rupees; and confi dering' the rigour and deſpotiſm of 
every Muſſulman government throughout Hindoſtan, under 
the ſanction of an intolerant religion and forcign policy in 
cruſhing all the petty Hindbo princes, and proprietary here- 
ditary latidholders ſubjugated to their authority, in order the 
more ſecurely to enjoy the rights and land rens derived by 
theſe from the native peaſantry, the valuation in queſtion 
might not have been over - rated. But it is to be obſerved that 
the Myſorean conqueſt of Malabar was of recent date *; that 
its inhabitants, for the moſt part of a warlike race, under their 
proper chieftains of the Nair caſt, who may be called the ra- 
jepoots of the Decan, were not ſo eaſily to be ſubdued, or 
afterwards held with the ſame facility in total ſubjection, as 
the other more peaccable tribes of India; that the Moghul 
regulations of finance, generally adopted by Tippoo over the 
reſt of his eſtabliſhed dominion, had not been enforced in 
this maritime canton; perhaps partly through fear of inter- 


ference from the reighbouring European ſettlements, in dri- 


ving to deſpair a numerous ariſtocracy of aſſumed hereditary 
independence, though anciently under the hierarchy of the 
Zamorin of Cincut; and that confequentiy the exactions 
of revenue made, too large for a tribute, yet too ſmall to be 
termed a rent, could only be effectually realized through means 
of a tegular ſtanding military force to keep in awe theſe tur- 
bulent chiefs, with all their warlike adherents and retainers 
of the Nair race. On the othet hand, as to the Engliſh ac- 
quiſitions in the Carnatic, they come altogether under the de- 
ſcription of an extenſive, poot; hilly frontier ; ſtudded with 
forts, of unwholeſome atmoſphere to Europeans required 


Hyder firſt over-ran the country in 1760-1. In 1766 he may be 
ſaid to have in a manner conquered it; but in 1968 the Nair ſtates re- 


covered their freedom, and it was not until 1774 they were completely 


ſubs erted, 


partly 
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partly to garriſon them ; therefore of little, if any Gnancial | 


account, and certainly of no real political conhideration to 
Which they are totally ſeparate and detached, but 8 the na- 
tural juſt idea or expediency of including the whole Carnatic 
Payengaut as a member of the Britiſh empire ; at leaſt, ſo 
far, as to poſſeſs the entire excluſive control and management 
of its revenue, to which a Muſſulman foujedar, nabob or 
deputy, was always incompetent according to the acknow- 
ledged conſtitutional laws of the country, and otherwiſe cha- 
racteriſtically unfit for the double charge thus beſtowed on, 
and continued to him by the Company's local repreſentatives. 

Hence it cannot be, ſuppoſed that the new and preſent 
rulers of either diviſion of ceded territary now treated of, 
can derive an advantage at all proportionate to the eſtimated 
worth under their former maſter. In truth it will be ſcen as 
to the amount, of revenue, in diſcuſſi ing the 4th. article of the 
View,“ iſt- ſeQion of this Appendix, that in 1793- 4 the 
available ſurplus - derived from all the diſtricts of Malabar, 
and ſo much, a, deſideratum to relieve the financial neceſ- 
ties of Bombay, bad: dwindled almoſt, to nothing. But ſur- 
ther, the ſame poſſeſſions in 1797 appear to have become 
a charge to their; diſtreſſed, eſtabliſhment; for while the 
jumma or groſs aſſeſſment is, reduced to 15, 33,571 ru- 
. pees, the expenditure for collection has been increaſed to 
5737353 rupees, to which, adding the other civil with ne- 
ceſſary military expenſes, at the ordinary rate, the balance will 
be found conſiderably againſt the country ceded. Nor are the 
political .benefits to the Engliſh from their whole acquiſition 
of much more relative value than the financial. The frontier 
againſt; Tippoo remains nearly the ſame, . For if contracted 
on the ſide of the northern Carnatic by the intervention of 


the ceſſions to the Nizam, a new line' of equal extent has 


been formed on the oppoſite ſide of Malabar, without any 


apparent advantages, except thoſe of excluding rival European 
H 2 nations 


. 
— Pi N * _ 


— Samay ap—o_—_ — — — ——— 


n 


—— 


TRR 


A 


* 
— — 


3 ——rcrĩjc———5—5—tr—jĩC—,i——: ĩ²ͥ(Ü—2 — —-H¼ - 2 . 
4 > — " — = - 5 — — 4 — 
* —_— 


* my Wy DT ct Ms 
— —— EL — —— — — —œ — 


52 APPENDIX. 


nations from ſo much of Indian coaſt ; obtaining an unim- 


portant commercial ſtation in time of peace, or a military foot- 
Ing in the event of war, with the command of an eaſier, 


ſhorter paſs to the Myſorean capital than heretofore poſſeſſed. 


All theſe indeed, or more than their equivalent, would have 
been ſecured in ſelecting for the Britiſh ſhare of ceded terri- 


tory, rather the maritime ſhores of Canara, from Carwar to 


Mangalore, including theſe nearer ſeaports to Bombay, and 


of greater commercial as well as political conſequence, than 


| thoſe more ſoutherly, with the proſpect of a larger produc- 


tive revenue ; for the whole country northward, inhabited by 
a leſs warlike people, and originally under hereditary female 
ſovereigns, now extinct, had been for ſome time completely 


ſubjected to the general Muſſulman laws of Indian finance. 
Even Coimbetore, in this laſt reſpect, for ſimilar reaſons, would 


have been a more deſirable acquiſition than the diſtrict of Ma- 
labar; and certainly in all reſpects an extenſion northerly 


along the coaſt, to include the port of Mangalore, or perhaps 


{till farther in the ſame direction, that of Kondapour, imme- 
diately dependent on Bednorè, would have been infinitely pre- 
ferable to the unprofitable ceſſions in the Carnatic; But fuch 


views and conſiderations could not poſſibly have occurred to 


the molt enlightened intuitive underſtanding ; and experienced 
local knowledge was abſolutely wanting. Beſides, on the 
ſcore of finance, it was not to be ſuppoſed that the fame 
preſiding adminiſtration which was led virtually to abrogate 
the ancient Moghul ſyſtem in Bengal, by beſtowing hereditary 


rights of property on official farming landholders, would avail 


itſelf of the benefit of the ſimilar ſyſtem of Myfore, if found 


in force throughout the ceded territory, to the prejudice of 


ancient expelled proprietors, perhaps ſtill exiſting within the 
diſtant reach of a proclamation, or allowed to be identified 


in the perſons of actual zemindary managers, on the ſuborned 


Intereſted evidence of natives. 
Secondly, As to the relative value of Tippoo's ceſſions to 
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the Merhattahs in the Dooab, it may be obſerved, that the 
advantages and diſadvantages to both parties reſulting from the 
ultimate treaty are nearly alike, If the former, by abſciſſion, 
has loſt the nominal ſovereignty of a great extent of country, 
with a ſmall precarious revenue in tribute, to the north of the 
Tumbhudra, he has more fully eſtabliſhed his dominion, and a 
Jarger income immediately to the ſouth of it ; and the latter, 
dice verſa cut off from their indefinite exaQtions of chout 
on this ſide, are reſtrained *to regular aſſeſſments of rent on 
the other. Each have a mutual ſecurity againſt future moleſt- 
ation or encroachment, in the natural well-defined boundary 
of a great intervening river, and the common guarantee of 


the Engliſh nation. The advantage, if any, may be ſaid to 


have been in Tippoo's favour, becauſe the nabobſhip of Sha- 
noor, making a large portion of the ceded diſtri, being held 
merely on the tenure of a recent violent uſurpation, would 
not, if it could, have been long withheld from its rightful 
owner, in breach of the ties of perſonal honour, religion, and 
relationſhip ; and therefore is not properly to be conſidered a 
diſmemberment from the Myſorean empire, though accepted 
as ſuch by the partitioning conquerors. However this may be, 
the relative power and circumſtances, more generally, of 
the neighbouring Merhattah flate of Poonah, have under- 
gone a very favourable change for Tippoo. The braminical 
authority of the Peſhwa, founded no leſs on the excluſive 
learning and univerſal financial ſuperintendance of his order, 


under the auſpices of Nana Ferdnovees, than on the artful 


intermixture of property in the great military jageers to pre- 
vent the imperceptible aggrandizement of their warlike occu- 
pants, hath of late ſuffered conſiderable diminution, by the 
great predominancy and interference of Scindeah's influence, 
in conſequence of his vaſt independent acquiſitions of terri- 
tory in the north of Hindoſtan ; inſomuch that fince the death 
of Madajce, his nephew Dowlut Row Scindeah, a ſtripling 
now only of eighteen years of age, armed with a mighty 
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preponderating power, has, in the very ſhort period ſince his 
acceſſion to the dominion of his uncle in 1793-4, effected 
two revolutions in the government of Poonah, and achieved 
ſome memorable foreign conqueſts. Such being the caſe, 
and the ruling national intereſts of the Merhattahs hence re- 
moved to a greater diſtance from Tippoo's frontier, the dan- 
ger before to be apprehended by him from the vicinity of a 
powerful, barbarous, and predatory people, is now conſidera- 

bly diminiſhed. 
Thirdly, The diſmemberment made in favour of the Niza- 
mut incontrovertibly carries with it the greateſt intrinſic loſs, 
financially, from the Myſorean empire, with the leaſt abſolute 
or relative profit to the ſtate to which it hath been thus annexed. 
In fact, ſuch is the internal weakneſs of the Nizam's admi- 
niſtration, and utter contempt of his power abroad, in native 
Indian eſtimation, that any occaſional acceſſion of wealth or 
: dominion, acquired by him through intrigue, or the impoſing 
influence of a high nominal authority among ſtrangers, as in 
the preſent caſe, muſt become an immediate prey to his ava- 
ricious neighbours the Merhattahs, or a ſource of temporary 
war and miſery to his unfortunate ſubjeAs on the weſtern 
frontier towards theſe freebooters. Accordingly, ſoon after 
his acquiſition of the ceded lands of Kerpah, &c. in the. 
Carnatic Balagaut, with his third portion of the heavy pecu- 
niary mul& levied on Myſore by the treaty of Seringapatam, 
he- was called on in the Peſhwa's name (under pretence of 
dormant claims, which, though unfounded, are ever ready 
to be brought forward in proportion to the ſuppoſed exiſting 
capacity of making them good) for a krore of rupees as ar- 
rears of chout, with the reſtitution of ſome territories, which, 
on a former occaſion, might have been formally agreed to be 
- ſurrendered on the -part of an unfortunate miniſter, or gene- 
ral of the Nizam, in circumſtances of dureſs, or after diſ- 
comfiture, and under, perhaps, a looſe ſtipulation in writing, 
which the humiliation, corruptive or evalive arts of the court 
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of IIydrabad, had eventually been the means of cluding the 
performance of. However this may have been, young Scin- 
deah ſupported the demand, in fact for himſelf, though oſten- 
ſibly for the nominal chief of the Merhattah empire, with 
the preſence and operation of one of his late uncle's diſci- 
plined brigades, under renegado European officers, and ſoon 
induced the neceſſity of compliance by his ſuccefles. But as 
great part of the money received from Tippoo had already 
been ſquandered by the Nizam, the latter's faithful adherent 
and prime miniſter, Muſheer al Moolk, was obliged to be 
given up and remain as a hoſtage, more eſpecially for the 
payment of the whole pecuniary claim, by inſtalments. Ard 
thus it is, that even the ſmall, diſgraceful, always inexpedient, 
tribute of ſeven lacks of rupees, paid by the Engliſh on ac- 
count of four of the five northern circars, hath uſually been 
wreſted from the weak ſuperior, to whom this annual EEE 
ledgment of vaſſalage is made by the Company. 

On the whole, Tippoo's relative ſituation, with reſpect to 
all the three powers around him, rendered worſe by the late 


treaty, may be ſaid to be ſo only under the violence of preſent 


conſtraint. His high Muſſulman pride has been deeply 
wounded, his ambition checked ; and revenge, with the re- 
covery of his loſt eſtates, muſt be now and henceforth the 
darling purpoſe of his ſoul. Foztunately, he cannot expect 
to form any combination of intereſts againſt the Engliſh 
with the Merhattahs while theſe are in any ſhape under the 
cautious, jealous, and parſimonious government of Bramins; 
and nothing ſhort of a revolution in the Nizamut, or acceſ- 
ſion to it of an enterpriſing prince, can induce him to look 


for retaliating aid in that quarter. His beſt or only hope then 


muſt be founded on an alliance with his old friends the French, 
who will ſeek and find ready acceſs to his dominions, by the 
port of Mangalore, on the return of peace. In the mean 
time, he is prepared with an army and treaſure to take ad- 
yantage of any circumſtances which may ariſe in his favour. 
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A revolution in either af the native ſtates around him, ſuch. 
as before glanced at; a weak or inexperienced adminiſtration 
at Bengal or Madras, divided councils, a diſaffected army, 
or exhauſted treaſury; one or all of which poſlible misfar- 
tunes may indeed be apprehended from the very defective, 
erroneous, and locally unconſtitutional ſyſtem, under which 
the Company's political and financial affairs abroad are at pre- 
ſent conducted, would again inevitably lead to aggreſſion on 
the, part of ;the-Myſorean, and plunge our ſettlements on the 
coaſts of Malabar and Coromandel once more into all the ca- 
de of war. 

bal. dpril 25, 1798. 
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